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My name is Rebecca Volk, and I am 
a senior undergraduate at the 
University of Delaware and a 

student intern for the Yetta 
Chaiken Oral History 2024 

Internship. I major in history with a 
concentration in European history. 

I have two minors in Museum 
Studies and Jewish Studies.

Introduction



Familiarity with the JHSD
As a Museum Studies and 

Jewish Studies minor, I had the 
opportunity to work with the 
Jewish Historical Society of 
Delaware for two summers before 
interning for them this spring. One 
was in 2022 and the other was in 
2023. My work for those summers 
ultimately ended up being 
primarily focused on the Tomases
family of Wilmington.   

UD Graduate Emily Collapy and Myself in Front of Jewish 
Community Plaque in Wilmington | June 2023

JHSD’s Location: The Coxe House in Wilmington



In 2022, I  started to work on the project of the online 
exhibition for the JHSD website. It was to focus on 
Delaware’s Jewish community serving in the American 
wars, and my focus was on the Second World War. I was 
researching on the men on the battlefront and those who 
were POWs. I especially focused on Ralph Tomases’ 
captivating story, in which he fought in the Battle of the 
Bulge and was captured as a POW under Nazi Germany. 
His daughters, Ruth and Faith, were immensely generous 
to have us look at Ralph’s mementos, including letters he 
sent to his family. It was a fascinating opportunity to view 
primary sources that belonged to someone.

E. Lyman Stewart Internship 2022

UD Undergraduate Connor Simple and Myself in Front of 
Jewish Community Plaque in Wilmington | June 2022

The Dear Molly Segment of the Y Recorder During WWII | Digital 
Collections of the Jewish Historical Society of Delaware |  Uploaded 

in Summer 2022



Ground Plaque at the National Museum of Jewish Military  
History | Washington D.C. | 20  July 2022

Memory Plaque of WWII Veteran at the 
NMJMH |Washington D.C. | 20 July 2022

Remembrance Section of the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum | Washington D.C. | 20 July 2022

Myself in the Shtetl History Section at the 
USHMM | Washington D.C. | 20 July 2022 

The “Arbeit Macht Frei” Arch at the USHMM } Washington D.C. | 20 July 2022

I had the opportunity to visit the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
and the National Museum of American Jewish Military History in 

Washington D.C. for additional research.



Jewish Studies Summer 
Internship 2023

In 2023, I had continued to focus 
on Ralph Tomases, except the 
focus was more on the family’s 

perspective. I wrote a narrative 
around his father, Morris’ diary, 
which documented the family’s 
life when they found out he was 
missing in action. This story was 
to illustrate internal suffering 

American families went through 
during times of war.

Translation of Morris Tomases’ Diary Entries During Ralph’s Time as a POW in Nazi Germany | Digital 
Collections of the Jewish Historical Society of Delaware | Uploaded in Summer 2023



The Oral History Project 
for the Jewish Historical 

Society of Delaware

My purpose in interning for the 
JHSD was to conduct oral interviews 

of Delaware’s Jewish community. I 
am more than honored to contribute 
to the oral history collection, as well 

as conduct the interviews of the 
community. I had the pleasure of 
interviewing Dr. Howard Zucker, 
Jordon Rosen and Sharon Rosen. 

Photo Credit: 
https://jhsdelaware.org/collections/Oral%20History/exhibit/sum

mer2019.html

Photo Credit:
https://www.udel.edu/udaily/2019/august/driven-to-
discover-dalia-handelman-oral-history-jewish-seniors/

Photo Credit:
https://jhsdelaware.org/collections/Oral%

20History/exhibit/fall2019.html

https://jhsdelaware.org/collections/Oral%20History/exhibit/summer2019.html
https://www.udel.edu/udaily/2019/august/driven-to-discover-dalia-handelman-oral-history-jewish-seniors/
https://jhsdelaware.org/collections/Oral%20History/exhibit/fall2019.html


Preparing for the Interviews 

Because research is always a needed 
component for work within the field 

of history, I had to do some 
background research to get an idea of 

what questions to ask of the 
interviewees. I used resources from 

the JHSD as well as additional 
sources to be well-grounded for the 

interviews.



To start, I have had a brief introduction od conducting oral 
history interviews by Dr. Roger Horowitz of the University of 

Delaware. He teaches an undergraduate course for oral 
histories and had students collaborate with JHSD in 2019. Dr. 

Horowitz was a tremendous help providing essential 
information and offering great advice from his experience with 

oral history.

Link to JHSD’s 2019 Oral History Collection:
https://jhsdelaware.org/collections/Oral%20History/exhibit/fall2019.html

Link to Article to 2019 issue of the project from University of Delaware Research Online Magazine:
https://research.udel.edu/2020/12/01/jewish-oral-history/

https://jhsdelaware.org/collections/Oral%20History/exhibit/fall2019.html
https://research.udel.edu/2020/12/01/jewish-oral-history/


Printed Resources
“Becoming American, Remaining Jewish: The 
Story of Wilmington, Delaware's First Jewish 

Community, 1879-1924” by Toni Young 

Photo Credit: Amazon |  
https://www.amazon.com/Becoming-

American-Remaining-Jewish-
Wilmington/dp/1611491894

“In Our Own Voices:  A Guide to Conducting Life 
History Interviews with American Jewish Women” by 

Jayne K. Guberman

Photo Credit: Jewish Women’s Archives | 
https://jwa.org/stories/how-to/guide

“Zionism: A Very Short Introduction” by 
Michael Stanislawski

Photo Credit: Amazon |  
https://www.amazon.com/Zionism-Very-

Short-Introduction-
Introductions/dp/0199766045

https://www.amazon.com/Becoming-American-Remaining-Jewish-Wilmington/dp/1611491894
https://jwa.org/stories/how-to/guide
https://www.amazon.com/Zionism-Very-Short-Introduction-Introductions/dp/0199766045


Audio and Video Resources

Some of the Oral History Interviews from 
JHSD, including Judy Zucker’s

Photo Credit: 
https://jhsdelaware.org/collections/Oral%20History/exhibit/list.

html#

“Building the Impossible Dream: The 
History of Zionism with Dr. Daniel Polisar” 

from Tikvah Podcast

Photo Credit: 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podca

st/building-the-impossible-dream-
the-history-of-zionism/id1503377974

“Never Stop Dreaming: The Life and 
Legacy of Shimon Peres” from Netflix

Photo Credit: 
https://www.moriahfilms.com/film-library/never-stop-

dreaming.html

https://jhsdelaware.org/collections/Oral%20History/exhibit/list.html
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/building-the-impossible-dream-the-history-of-zionism/id1503377974
https://www.moriahfilms.com/film-library/never-stop-dreaming.html


Online Resources

Website of Danna Levy’s 
Daughter, Natalie Sopinsky

Photo Credit:
https://nataliesopinsky.com/

Interview with Natalie Sopinsky
from Israel News Talk Radio

Photo Credit:
https://israelnewstalkradio.com/category/returning-home/

Online Articles Written by Rabbi David Geffen for 
the Jewish Historical Society of Delaware

Photo Credit: The Jewish Historical Society of 
Delaware | Links to the Articles:

https://jhsdelaware.org/warsaw-ghetto-
uprising-anniversary/

https://jhsdelaware.org/william-topkis-cited-
in-jerusalem/

https://jhsdelaware.org/the-lifeblood-of-
palestine-jewish-tourism-jpost-israel-news/

https://nataliesopinsky.com/
https://israelnewstalkradio.com/category/returning-home/
https://jhsdelaware.org/warsaw-ghetto-uprising-anniversary/
https://jhsdelaware.org/william-topkis-cited-in-jerusalem/
https://jhsdelaware.org/the-lifeblood-of-palestine-jewish-tourism-jpost-israel-news/


Developing Questions

The list of the specific kinds of 
questions was a great amount of 

help referring to closed and open-
ended questions. I also came up with 

my questions as I continued to 
develop them.

I then conducted the questions for the 
interviews, and I used “In Our Own Voices” as 
a guide for the specificity of them.  

Segment from “In Our Own Voices” By Jayne 
K. Duberman | Guberman, Jayne K, Joyce 

Antler, and Nicki Newman Tanner. 2005. In 
Our Own Voices : A Guide to Conducting 

Life History Interviews with American 
Jewish Women. Brookline: Jewish Women’s 

Archive. | Page 16

My Questions Written for the First Interview | 
01 April 2024 

My Questions Written for the First 
Interview | 01 April 2024 



Personal Life Stories as 
History

There were many 
factors of the 
interviewed stories 
that I found so 
compelling and are 
very much relevant 
today.

Themes of family 
immigration, family 
traditions, growing up in the 
Jewish community, military 
service, family Holocaust 
stories, and currently having 
children and grandchildren in 
Israel illustrate the personal 
life stories as history, telling 
the Delaware Jewish story.



Regions of Personal Lives 



Family in Israel: Personal 
Connection to the Holy Land

One of the most emotional and touching moments of Dr. Zucker’s 
and Rosen's’ stories was about their family members living in Israel 
currently. Regarding the Hamas attack on 7 October 2023, it was 

important to document the personal aspects of the atrocity.

The Zucker’s grandson, Jacob, became a paratrooper for the Israeli 
army. He was among the hostages that Hamas captured, but he was 

brought back to safety.

The Rosens have said that despite the present dangers in Israel, 
their children and grandchildren are fortunately safe and are 

continuing living their lives.



It is truly admirable to learn that despite 
various perspectives and beliefs in Zionism, 
the current dangers, the polarizing tension, 
and the constant anxiety concerning family 
safety, there is still strong support and passion 
for the Jewish state.

This further speaks as an indication of the 
importance of the preservation of Jewish 
culture, tradition, faith, heritage, and life. 



I have gained such a 
great experience as a 

first-time oral historian, 
and I had the absolute 

pleasure of interviewing 
the Zuckers and Rosens. I 

gained a lot of insight 
from this internship, and I 
am grateful to contribute 

to it.

Zoom Interview with Jordon and Sharon Rosen | Jewish Historical Society of 
Delaware | 28 April 2024



Special Thanks To:

.
Dr. Howard and Judy Zucker
Jordon and Sharon Rosen
Gail Pietrzyk of the Jewish Historical Society of Delaware
Dr. Polly Zavadivker of the UD Jewish Studies Department
Dr. Roger Horowitz of the UD History Department
Lois Stoehr of the UD Museum Studies Department
Doug Tobias of the UD Museum Studies Department
The University of Delaware
The Delaware Historical Society
The Jewish Historical Society of Delaware

I greatly appreciate your guidance, 
mentorship, and contribution to my 
work during the internship.
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