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\ JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

HEBREW SPEAKING CIRCLE OF WILMINGTON, DELAWARE

30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION - 1946-1976

PROGRAM

Ditmer- =T HAMOEZE £, 5t T ot b e et T o Philip Liebman
Birkat FIRIBGZEI : « oo ctin <ot P a e e o e < Rabbi Kenneth Cohen

Opening Remigths . 55 i v o o e e e e Simon Steinberg, President

B 5 e R e e Pt e N Harry Bluestone
& Rabbi Simon Krinsky
* Rabbi Jacob Kraft
™ Rabbi Herbert Drooz
SRabbi Leonard Gewirtz
Rabbi David Geffen, Ph.D.
Dr. Philip Birnbaum

T R e e e i e e e Y Bernard Siegel, President
Jewish Federation of Delaware

Frank Chaiken, President
Jewish Community Center

William Penn Frank, Vice President
Jewish Historical Society of Delaware

000 P | P e s e e e el e o e gt =t = Professor Uziel Adini, Ph.D.
“HEBREW - CONTINUITY OF NATIONAL UNITY”

S I e e e T N e e T e e e i Choral Group
Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth
Faith Brown, Director

Wine - compliments of Vera Steinberg

“Behold how pleasant it is when brethren dwell together in unity”

May 30, 1976 - 1 & 2 Sivan 5736
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I have mjy orderse. Not more than a mbnute or two .

So I said to myself, 'What can you say or should say

within a monute or two?"

Firsv,I said to myself, But of course, you should say soie thing
in Hebrewg,"

So Xxe uppn reflectyion I decided =-"mah nishta nah = ha-liela azes

michol a lay loc=

~

Whyis thisnight dif ferent from others? Becaise( 1)

I an in a group dedicated to speakingHebrewe.

A~

\‘Next because I have b een able once E more to Sy acgaua inanctacne
n

with the greatest scuolar we've had in Wilmington=--Dr.Philip
Birnbaum whose bools are ever fresh =m on my bookshelves.

~ '}

Next--because Hug Ivri is prevhng a ppint I once made. And to be a name ‘x-uppa'

Some of my £ best friends have been bisnops--Catholic and

Lpsicépal. And one of them was the late beloved Bishop M, chael

Hylee I rememwer when he returned frum Rome with the news that

tlie mass would be in ®nglish.l said to him WHy? He said Catholics

V 4
He saia it can't be donee I said theJews 7 pooulrizimss Hebrew.

can't coupe with Latine ‘"'Why not popularize Latin?" J

’
[ 4
fnd if they can do thac, why can.t Catholics do the same with Latin?




N L sl
In his fascinating and extremely readable book, M’

Jewish Concepts. Dr.Birnbaum WARBENXN Wrote:
"It has been asserted khanm x tha any one with a sense of
language and history, irrespective of reli-ious or national
sentiment, is skkx thrilled to hear the ma jestic sounds of ancient
Hebrew roll nﬁﬁph oif the tongues of littie children in modern
Israel, thern *egx revival of the Hebrew language is an
u nprecedented phenomoneons 0,6 must not COrget that the
Hebrew language has persisted as a functional organ and not

as a museum &AEAXHX exhibit unaer the most adverse conditionse




i told'hﬁikfhére was a group of men and women in Wilmingto
® meeting regularly and talking in Hebrew/
He seemed interested.
But poor Bishep Hyle never got beyond that point.He was caught

up in the great change over in the Cathicil reitual.

He became sick. We both semmed to have coﬂ':;t-- wino could mm smokd

more cigarettes at a sittinge. Bi!!l‘i'I recall one o f the lasi times

we met in his home on Satirday morning, he said to me,"Frank,

I want to sit in on that Hebrew speaking group you told me aboute
start

#a ybe we coil¥ popilzrizing Latin among the good people o fS.tAnthony's."

The ital ian gro® «U,fortunately, Bishop H,le died before mel coul

arrange thate 1 wish max he were here tonighte It just might have

been an incentivedAs a sp kesman tonight for the Jewish Historical Soce.,

1

o f Del.,L want to say this is an impoptant night--adif ferent from

many other nightse Your 30th anniversarye. Maybe some one skilled

in musticiam can tell us the singigigance of 30eThe best I can do is
to kam discover there are 30 words inHebrew expressing justice and

humanity. and according to “p

i o
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B,t sx I'dlike to challenge theHugIvri-- to write down to
record the nitty gritty details of the groupe.

What obstacles you had and overcame.The humen intdrest detailse
¥ nat were the conversations ailabout?
And now a final note, in keeping with the B:centennial---

I have finally tracked down a report--

During the American “evolution, there arose this ihmameae intense

lmtredt of anything that smacked or English. Exvreme patriotis

detested the report thst Americans wre speak ing thefnglish 1amgugae.

So somduwre around 1778, it was seriously suggested #mx in Congress that

Hebrew become the national k language of the new natione

Ly wasn;t as startling then as it may seem now, since schola rs
all over the nationl were very proud of their skill in Hebrews
XJust think of the i mpact upon the world, if this had happened.

It might have hastened the arrival of theMessish.




May 12, 1976

Mr. Nathan Barnett

Jewish Federation of Delaware
701 Shipley Street
Wilmington, Delaware, 19801

Dear Nate:
Pursuant to our conversation yesterday, let me make

the following points about the 30th anniversary celebratlon
of the Hug Ivri:

1. The Wilmington Hug Ivri is the oldest continual
Hebrew speaking circle in America.

2. The fact that the Hug Ivri is sponsored by the
Jewish Community Center is quite unique.

3. The Hug Ivri has a rich history and the group has
had a significant impact on Jewish education in
our state.

4. A page in the Jewish Voice making this 30th anni-
versary on May 30 would be most appropriate because
of the uniqueness of this organization.

Thank you in advance for your assistance.

Sincerely yours,

Simon Steinberg
President, Hug Ivri




