Mindan2o
7 geptember 1945

Dear RXXXX, Mollye, (A letter to you wouldn't sound right starting

¢ agf other wg;?

Here 1t is, 2ll 3bout my trip to Leyte. left a wé€ek ago
Sunday and flew up by C-47. It was aquite an experience, flying
in one of those box cars. For the first time in two years I
eéxpérienced cold weather. That was when we hit the high altitudes.
My ‘ears felt just ag tho I had taken 2 ride in the elevator to
the top of the Emplire gtate building, Strange 28 it may seem, I
didn't get the 3irsgickness they taik about. It only %toock a2 few
hours to m2ke the rune When we came in sight of leyte Gulf, you
could see ships, ships 9nd ships. There were 1ittle ones, medium
ones, big onesg, cargo ships, passenger sihivs, warchips, in fact,
every kind you could imagine. From the 2ir it seemed they were
so closely packed inte 2nchorage that a rowboat couldn'!t get
between them. »

When I arrived ¥ pub in 2 call to Sam Silver's office.  He
wasn!t there but Marvin Zolt, his assistant sent 2 jeep after me.
And so I had really arrived. 8am c2me in about five in the after-
noon, nodding and saying '"hello". It was the perfect double-take,
He walked about two steps, turned around, looked 2ga2in and then
made 9 leap for me. He hadn't been expecting me for another few
days. By the time we got thru hugging each other and trying to
get 2 word in edge wige ofi cach other it was time for chow. He
took me over to the mess hall where I was introduced to Duke
Freidm2n, a former Broadway restaurant cwner now in charge of the
officers mess 2t Bage. From then on I had my meals there. That
night we sat arcund and talked. Of course I showed him 21l the
latest pictures I have of family 2nd he commented favorably (he
better had). A chaplain came over to visit Sam that evening and
we- a1l slept 2t Sam's gquartérs, In fact, there was a visitor
2lmost every day I wae there. It reminded me of 2 fireman's
convention. e e : ' e

The following afteérnoon we went swimming from General
M2acArthur!s former private beach. I had purchased 2 nifty pair
of bathing trunks 2t the PX. It was quite an experience for
me to go bathing in trunks once more. That evening we went over
to an 1sland used by the Navy as 2 seaplane base. Those fellows
live the 1ife of "Reilly"., Real buildings with 3ll the conven-
lences of home. We had dinner there which put Army fare to shame.
We then procceded to the chapel which was the nicest I have seen
in the gservice., §am conductéed 2nd gave 2an agreeable performance,
His 2sslsant did the ehanting. The boy has an excellent voice.
There-was 2*fair attendance, considering the small number of men
on the island. We returned the same way we came, by speed boat,
loaned by the Naval Base Commander. It was 2 lot of fun riding
2long at about fifty miles per hour, especially on the roturn
Trip what with the clear starry night and the ships 21l 2glow
now that the war 1s ower. One of the officers who arranged to
have the services presented us vith 2 case of Coca Cola which
we promptly tore inte when we got back to camp.

I spent the next few days travelling around with Sam and
Marvin. We visited Taclob2n a few times and made stops 2t other
nearby places. They have picture shows every night and we saw s
few of thems And they were pretty good: ones 2nd new. Here, at
Division; we get the pictures after GHQ, Army, Base and Corps
have h3ad .their turn. Nice to the fighting men, aren't they?
Nights we spent chewing the fat%till at lecaet one in the morning.
It was the first time I h2d seen.Sam since last Januiry 2and we
could unburden ourselves-with the thoughts that otherwise we
didn't reveal. It was 2 vacation for us both, even if Sam was
on the go all day 2nd most of the evening. He is 2 very consci-
entious fellow and has too little consideration for himself., I
have seen very few men go out of their way as he does to try to
help the soldiers. He not only believes in his religion, better,
he makes an honest attempt to practice it and succeeds admirably.



By Tnurecéay. it wap getting time for me to think about
returning to my outfits I made arrangements to take 2 plane
back the folloving morning., Wo talked until 2bout two that
morning, I got up 2t four and started for the airstrips We
teok off a2t six and about an hour later wc werc back to this
l1eland at- the Corps area, which ig 2 half hour!s flight from
Division. The transport planc wasn't going to my ocutfit so
I called Chaplain Jolt who drove down and pickcd me ups We
made arrangcments for me. to gét 2 ride by 2 cub planc the next
morning,

The first persen I ran into 2t lunch w35 Ed Goodwin, 4 boy
With whom I took bagic training, We alsgo came overgcag tegether,
He took me in tow, We playcd ping pong, cribbage, went swimming
in their beautiful pool, took showers in 2 regulir building with
concrcte floors, saw 2 movic in a regular theatre and, 211 in
211 spent 2 swell daye Goody put me up for the night aft his
auarters. Incidentally, I had to use throo blankcts, Their
ircl 1is on 2 high plateau and it almost drops to fregging 2t —
night, ;

I went over to the cub strip the next morning bright and
¢irly and wae told that plance ceculdn't get thru beeausc of the
weather. I waited around all day without succcss, Sunday it
Wwas the same stery, Monday 1t happencd ag2in., In the meantime
I was having 2 nice time over at Corps. On Tucsday one of the
pllots s2id that he was willing to chance 1t =nd we came thru,
And now, 1like MacArthur, I have rcturncd,

Censcrship has just been 1ifteqd ind I could really write
2 book about thisg stinking Army and its inefficiency 2nd stupid~

ity and fagcjiam but—it wouldnlt 4o any cod-9t-this gteee of the
gume. I would prefer te voice 2ny opiniens 2fter I am out of

it. I certainly hope that it is.very soon. I wanna go home,

The news on demnbilizetion sounds pretty good. The point scere

has been lowered as has the 2gCe. Now 1t shouldn't be lonz before

they azain lower the age to 32 and the peint score aceordingly.

Either way, hy peints or age, I figure on starting home by

February or March at the latest. o

Well, there it is, all the events of the past few wecks.
More 2 1ittle later on. Now I have to bear down and cateh up
orl’ my work, e

I think you owe me a letter now, or do you? How is every-
thing progressing at the Y with the new director in charge?
Thanks for sending me that last edition via air mail. Remind
me to give you a great big kiss when I get back; I'm sure Etta
wont mind. Many of the boys back home now? I'm glad that
they won't have to come over to this theatre. Gosh, the war
ending surprised us almost as much ag it did you. $ay "hello"
round for me, will you?

As ever,
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