
Note s from Interview t a :o e Ji th Estella Frankel 4/11 /78 
Inte rview b y Rache lle 0al t zman 

Showed fr¢ book f r om son Victor, haa it when snowed i n at Cleveland 

airport on way home f rom visiting son i n vla shing t on(s t a te) . 

Married Harry Fra-.kel-192 3 , sister Rosa lia married 0 ig Schorr 

sister wa s a be autiful person, h a d 2 children : daaght e r-

Helene , married , lives in Buck s Cty . , Pa, ma rried Kenny Hatfield 

Daughter Sonia married Slo an--~¢ sh e is VP of Beth ~t~¢¢/ Emeth 

sh e had 2 boys, Vic t or a n d J onath an, very active in cornrrnmity 

p olitics, p lanned p a r enthood , was first woma n grad . of Jefferson 

med . school in bacteriology , first person and first woman t o g rad 

from Temp le University University i n t n is or ogram(discrep ancy heee) 

both daughters went into ba c t e r iology , both to Syr a c u se ( ?) 

Estella ff#t¢1 married Harry Frankel , a h d one tit¢ son, Dr . 

Victor Hirsch Frankel-teach es at University of Wa shin g t on in 

Se a ttle . He has 4 boys, 1 g irl(twin g irl and bly from 1st marriage ­

wife died) He was firs t Americ a n to b e awarded doctor 's degree 

from J61.t1t'.¢t Un sila, Swe a.en-already W ?. s doc t or when went , h ad 

grant, suaposedly for 1 year, stayed 2 . Estella went over for 

his disputa tion(ha d alre a dy g r a dua ted) ~~~/Y/ Victor h a d to defend 

his boo k to a doctor from ~ngland, an eng i neer(engineering of the 

huma n body ) , and oth er s . Very serious formal aff a ir, t ails a t 

11 : 00 in t h e morning . Est e lla h ad been t h e r e t o visit bef ..::,re, then 

came aga in t h e ne x t y e a r fo r t h e dis , u:ba tio r-· . He t r av e ls a lot now , 

doing lectures . 

E stella was born on 2nd it St . (Wilm., Del . ) 20 ?, whe r e Bla tman I s 

b akery u sed to be. Remembe r s Uncle J ake walk ing down t o buy bread . 

sister, Rosali a b o r n in Ches t e r i n 1897, no t k n ow¢ wh en f amily 

came toW¢X Del . ~ s te lla born 1 9 02 , sure family c ame b efore t h e n to De l. 

p aren t s , mothe r and fath er c ame from Ru s s ia , me t i n U. :s •• moth er 

c ame wi th Aunt Ro sie , (now Mrs . Ba rsky ) came to Aunt l•ia r y , a lre ady 

here. They worked in fac tor y in Ph ila., r ememb e r s mothe r telling 

h er how sh e got mala ri a , shivering and working thru s ummer with it. 
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Notes from Intervi ew ta c e with Es t ella Frankel 4/11/78 
Interview by Rachelle Saltzman 

It was fascinating and interesting , Este lla feels like a sissy 

along with what me. ther acco·np lished , went to n i te school , a 

woman c ame for cou sins to help wit:, their Engl ish . Rosalia 

taught in public schools , too . b u t all te achers knew her mo ther, 

she went t o a ll the meetings, etc. at school when her ch ildren 

were going . 

Rosalia saarted teaching in 1 918, during war , went to training 

school at 9th and ~fo l laston , t¥¢¢/t6¢¢/i4ne(this building l a ter 

became admiP-istration bttllding) took girl s out of training school 

before finished , needed teacher s so desnerate ly(far cry from today) 

Estella was born 5 days bdfore Christmas, not know if parents 

had store there, had on e 1 -J. ter , remembers shenbacks had store 

there . After a while mo ved t o 204 Market St. , fath er had store , 

w , s before Estella w2.s school age, abou t 5. 
Father had cigar store and hao. g orgeous ~i , es ,¢t~N ex ensive , $12 . 

wa s 70 years ago , lived above s tore , not recall u p st ai rs living 

so much, cou sins always staying with them from Europ e, said mother 

(Aunt Lizzie) h ad rubber house , always stretching, mother so kind 

to eve r yone , a ll loved her . 

remember standing in store at doorway , then moved across the street 

to 217 Market St,. rig..rit b 0low was one of the bes t grocery s tores 

in whole st a te , ma.y:be in all states! c a tered to a lot of p eo , le 

who had money t o s pend on find goods , drackers in b arre l. 

remembers Reyno l ds across the street , was big candy s t ore , 1st 

on one side of street , then other , Lyric Theatre was a cross st . 

c aught on fire one :eime , remembers leaning out window tow t ch . 

21 7 r arket ;::;t . --(;¢.'/Jf/r ~,! papa h ad cigar store , lived u -: stair::: , in 

back was g big yard and big bu ilding , girls s at there and :¢¢flZ 
made cigar s, not re:11.ember cigare tte s at a ll. remember making 

cigurs , p a , a wo u ld make u p s pe cial }6;l~/ blenu. s for s uecial customers . 

had a tab le like a gymnasium horese, .-;ut tobacco lee. f ove r t ;::is 

form and wou ld stri,, off what ,J,,n t o ·· t of it - , ut differBBt kinds 

of leaves together . 
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Notes from Intervi ew ta e wi th Estel l a Fr ~nkel 4 /11/78 

Inte r view by rtach elle Sal tzman 

E. ste lla remember fi rst lesson i n manne rs , wa s standing wa tching 

Papa , often c v s tomers c ome i il and watoh him :-0 rk , was standing 1/t 
with back to c u s t ome r and p a o a s a id have back to ~itt¢¢¢f that 

gent lemen, remember s to this day . 

Estella went t o -J6 schoo l 4th and 1/alnu t , nosa went to 1f1 s chool . 

wa s acro ·)s s f r om Adas n.ode sch , l ater # 1 bec ame Vocational 0 chool . 

The Se ll a s, p eou le had fruit store at 4 th and King , Marie ~ella & 

Estella used to be elected to go - must have b e en older then- kids 

brought pennies to sch Jol and te 8 cher collecte d them-had b ankt 

books and had acc ounts . Marie and Estella were elected to go to 

bank . .. l ways s t oppe a at Marie 1 s p l ace first and got peanuts or 

something . 

Then papa mov ed t o 8 th some thing Market st. and had s t ore the r e . 

then lived at 815 west 4th st . went to -- Rosa then in High 0chool 

(on De l. Ave . ) Estella went to ,/28 school , ~(became .d llard Hall 

School, now .f r eeway ) then went t o ,Jilm . H. s . a ll graduated .from 

there. (knew Hollye ~klut , bu t Mo l lye y oung er than Este lla) 

moth er never re a d p s y ch book , bu t knew s y ch , not have t o read book , 

when live c.i. at 217 Rosa went to .J/1 s choo l and took u iano lessons from 

Miss Gi lle sp ie, tau ght Diano and vi o lin . Used to come to 217 Market 

to give Rosa her piano lessons . On e day told E s tella 1 s mother 

that E s tella sh o L_ ld take vi o liJj. lessons • ,1a s senven when s tarteQ 

and stayed with Gillesu ie til 17 and then went to c on serva tory . 

was v ery close to her, loan ed E.ste lla her violin~ t o t ake t o 

c onservatory with her . went to Fe 'lbody(Ba ltimore ) 

move d to 815 We st -1 th st ., Gill e ::i • ie lived 5 1 3 ~v ash . went t here 

for 1 0 y e ars for lessons . owe h er a - ot , sometimes <).¢t,.J'f, forge t 

wh -:, t we owe poo plee' 

went to high 

in jr . high 

asked Johnny 

sch oo l , had orchest ra t h ere , onl y boy s, had played 

orchestra and wanted to p lay in hig 1 sch o o l on e . 

Taylor , Y,¢Jr/¢.¢t director, and he to ld her weren 1 t 

any girls , and his languag e was sometimes rough. she said she 

wol1 ld leave then come back when hi s l an guate g ot rough . got i nto 

orchestra tha t way . ,_.,as 1st girl. l ate r there wa s another one . 
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Notes from Interview ta~e with Estella Frankel 4/11/70 

Interview b y Rachelle 0altzman 

Never had any trouble with boys, ~~t/¢f¥-¢/t~ili/.Vtf¢r¢~¢¢1/¥~ 
even later when was te a ching, had job to do, not make any difference 

what sex , at first only woman in ins t rumental , but treate d like 

colleague, she learned from them, they from h er . no feeling of 

d iscrimination, there and not a ware of it, never fel t it . 

after high scho J l, for grad . nresent , mama let go with Gille p ie 

to Chatauqua, N. Y. to stuay with teacher's teacher. went t o a lot 

of lecture s . c ame back and wen t to Beabocv . was t h ere for 2 years 

and got teacher I s dip loma . got married 1923, still going g u , 

to Phila . to take 1i51gns . began t eaching ·- rivately , Jlay ing at 

churches , alot of ftt¥~l¢ p lay ing, l unnhes, etc . (not very many others 

around to do it) 

1929 was se Qarated , ~fy¢f¢~ divorced 1931 , 1 925 had only so n . 

husband was born in London, c ame t o Li ilm v ery yon g . 

Estella tav gh t at musi c school (Wilm . )-1 929 , the r e 15 yea rs at 

8 th and 1ash., taught ;:iund2. y school , siste r had also done so, 

had classes in bas ement of tenrn le, had orch estra in Sunday ~chool . 

when had p lays, ~ste lla h ad to l ay violin and never got to be 

'-"lUee .:.1 Esther! today when te ·ching and students h ve chance to y 
be in p lay, says to g o a..-r1d ch ange lesson . 

needed to e_;(rn more money after t;he divorce , applie ci to substitute 

in public schoo ls, not have college de gr ee (Pe abody not c :msidered 

colleg e degree) but th os (_, d ,, ys not t oo worried abou t college degree . 

got first call to tea ch a _ Bayard schoo l . was 7 day s before Christmas 

a n d icy roads . was living with uncle Jake(mother- 1 s half b r other) 

trolleys not r unning , -coo far to ,-r~ l k , sa1-1 butcher 's delivery b oy 

out in tru ck and asked f or ride (b~ tche r store across stre et ) went 

to first job in b ut che~ • s _; ago n . firs t job la sted 26 day s . subbed 

for 2 years and w~ 1 ae u 1. 2.d 1 -c; ed . 1 oo . a"- t ed. . send to voca ­

Liona l sch ool to J¢ii work wi t~ tft iit-~li · g irls' g l e e clu b ­

$9 . / mont l.-1 , next year g o t ~1J . /mon t h 

vocationa l s choo l h ad grad . in Yt HA, not have own audi torimn, when 

moved t o new school, 14th and 1·1ark e t, -mnted man music teache r to 

lead band at ~ootbal l garne s - E a tella not qualified to teach band. 



5 

Notes f rom Interview tape with Estella Frankel 

Int erview by nachelle Saltzman 

4/11/78 

~upervisor sent ~stella out one hour per week to teach violin at 

George Gray scho o l, got to be½ time, te ache r there i nvi t e d a ll 

other te a ch t rs from other schools to a tea to hear the orches t ra 

of kia s p lay , other teachers got anno yed and jea lous, wante u 

orchestra for their schools too , very loyal to schools and proud 

of them . 

So Estella had to do a ll thework on 0a t . mornings , from 9 : 00 to 

1 2: 00 , had 4 cl a sees t,¢ with 8 0 k ids . taught ¢._f,/"1¢¢tY,1¢ii~l- these 

classes at the voc at iona l scho '.'J l and one year in the bas Ement of 

Wilm. High schoo l. lit t le by little te aching L ~cre a sed unti l 

full time . went around to 5 schools, doing s t ring work o :: l y . 

las t few years onl y t aught ¢ at Ha rlan .iilliams sch ool , had all 

clas ses there . origin ally subbed i h voc ~l, not really her field . 

led ch oir, Rosa WRS in ch oir. 


