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This is an ifhovatien with me, I fing that my leisure hours are so few

. &@nd my list of correspondents so long that I mist resort to somcthing like

- this ip order to contimge Foeciving letters, Ang I 1like to receive letters,
They have beeome the enly things that roming W of the timeg that used to be,
Too, they koop alive the hopes that the times in store Will be gs happy.

Siace you all tell me sbout your adventurcs, I rocken itig about time I
told you about wince, The folluwing is 4 quick report on uy travels,

I scems that the Arpy always picks the hard way t de o job, Su, instuad
of sunding ug t Friscy fur cubarkation, we wont ., New Orleans, (There I
lnediately touk of T to sue Eadie ang Koly in fact, I to0x I alicst every
Night I was there), Leaving fron Now Orleans weant €-ing thru the congl tu
Teach our destinatiun,.thu douain of Genupal of the Ary MocArthur, 1t wouldn'ty
have surprigcd Le had they shipped us around the Cape, Sych strange things the
dd@so

But back tc Ly traovels, I left Now Orleans and aftor o few days we riached
the cunal, passed thry sng Were in the Pucifie, The canal is roclly a Laster-
Picce of work, ¢ en if that statouent ig trite, Bura Bopa was wur first stop,
That islamd is im the Societics cna if you lock hard “Bouch at g very large nap,
You izight be able to fimd it, we didn't get off, the stup wos just for refuel-
lng. By thisg tine I hag bribed the steward of the boat and vag eating with the
erew, The natives cane ot to the boat in their eanoes and brought aling fruit
and trickets t trade for Clgarcttes, I ..t Sub fruit, The trinkets arc aveij.
able in any dipe sture, And so yie set suil again, (Now I was 20,000 points
chead in yup c.ntract bridge narathon), Andimhat 4 sail that Was; we were on
that garbage seuw fr 32 doys, At lang last ywe pulled into Milne Bay, I wag
lurching for o soldd days, Nights I rucked in ry bunk, Finally 1 learned
hwt walk s lomd omeg oore,

™o wecks ot the replaeunent depet trying to ¢et cut of cetailg and they
scot us to Guodenuugh Islingd to Join the 24th Division, What 4 welewne we ot
The U1d tipers grected us with the news that we were geiny into an vperction,
Suie fum, huhy & We went to Hollindig gpa I didn't geq o Jap, not even g dead
vnie,

Frou thup watil October we stayed at Hollandia, Then the big push, There

was unly on. plaee We could $0, the Philippinos. To make uatters worse, we were

v spea head the operaticm, This tipc v Were really approhensive, (Tv you,
se.rei) . Anpd the Japg Aidn' 1ot yug Gown, It weg No dry run, Leyte was plenty
rough, We rap imte the main Cuncuntration of Japs und the bonsvon secson to
b.os. Howowor, the vutfit gove o Loou account of itsclf anc raiscd the grades
uf a lut of Japs, nore than any other -ivisicn, The Japs gct g raisc in grade
if they .ie ip batile, an awful 1ot of Japs, initially privites, becope supor-
ivr privateg ‘wuring the Calpaign, I wag quite sutisficg to leave that rud hole
uF Cc.vilizatiop, -

Off to viar agalm, this tine we wopd te Minicro, Thepe Welu ne Japs left so
W baeane basc Coliiamios, I shall .reucmber that islana particularly bec. yse of
the lousy ch.y, It was cuitc S Lfertable thd {ith uovivg, PX'ind o Swinning pool,
A foy Lonths of thay and Wwe sot sail again, e i
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Minghhal“was-qaxnn@xt stap,"Wu‘caugh$ thu J&ps'by éﬁrprisg; 'Ihey eXpeeted
us: 4o, lan&vutwumuuntiruly wiffercnt Spute At uny rate, e Taeel acruss the igluna
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in 17 days tu sct some sort of recurd, I don't think I ¢ver bounced so wuch in
Ry lifc, You eam iraginme the becting the jeop pot. At preseunt we hove the
Japs bottled wp om! rualy for unnihilation, Of coursc woe have . ffered then
opp rtunites to surrendur but thuy sewn teo anxiocus to get that raise in grade,
Coull be they'll got it,

Lifc hore is fairly pleasant cumpared to the rigors wie have ux erienced.
The Leean is omly yards avay; I went in sviwdng this afternoon, We have hot
showurs and now, I hear, they arc building us o mess hall, a reguler buiiding,
Vhat next? Thoweh we sleep in tents, we huve thou fixed up niculyt; ours hus
all the comvenicmees. I uven put in an clectric light, We have had abeer
issuv and nore is eonmimg Mwmtn&;%m@m The cirarette
situctiom wug acwte about a week ago but that has cleared up now,

Well, that shuwld vake envtich chatter for ‘un; lotter, livre of the souw in
Ly next.  Hope I haven't bored yom? Now, 1ct's hear frou you,
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