Page (71) "ASHES OF MY PEOPLE" BY: ZIGGY GORSON

The Poles can recegnize an American the way we are dressed and even the way we
walk. On f the ethers in that greup said in Pelish, peinting his face at me;

ne must be either an Italian American or a Greek American because he deesn't
speak our language. He csrtainly is net a Jew, because the Jews speak Pelish.

He must be a newspaper jeurnalist or some kind oI reperter, leek fellews; he
has or him twe expensive cameras, one film and the other a still camera. But

I am glad that he isn't a Jew because I hate these Cemmunist Dbastards whe
orsught all the miseries to DPeland. He ceuntinued his hate smiling and lewking
at me, saying; Hitler did a prezly goed jeb on these Jews, the enly mistake
that Hitler did wzs net getting to America and kill 3ll the American Jews there
They are all rich and pewerful in America and thevy are running the entire werld!
"Tanusz"and I kept leeking at these scum and smiling at them pelitely. Finally,
pefore we left them, I teld them in perfect Pelish; VYes, I am indeed, a very
proud American Jew and I was bern here and then I Julled off my left arm sleeve
exposing far them my Auschwitz number. "Janusz" then teald them in Pelish ef
course, you miserable scavengers yeu oeught t2 be ashamed of yeur anti-Pelish
behavioer, If it weuld net have been feor America, yeu would surel- starve and
get th= hell out eff here this very mement, yoeu are disgracing with yeur sti-
nking presence net enly Peland but this verv hely place where milliens ef innc-
cent Jews and Peles perished together because 9 2nimals like vou! They 1left

in a hurry mumbling anti-J=2wish and anti-American obscenities. No, hate has net
stopped and never will, With all the emetions in mv heart of the bestialic Nazi
cruelties that we Jjust witnessed and the unpreveked anti-Semitic attack oy
these zn2a7 bums, I was unable to hoeld back any longer and vomited right there.
I saw real tears on "Janusz" handsome P9lish face. Tears of deep shame and sad-
ness and regrets. This very decent and proud Pele was hurt badly inside of him.
T sensed his fzelings and told him quietly; "Janusz" forget i%, please, their
brutal werds did net hurt me at all, for I was hurt many times befor=s znd that

I considered the seurce and that I once returning to the States will net ever
blame the entirz gallant Pelish natien because of them or the ether few bigets

I alse told anim that every country has scum ameung them and Peland is net diffe-

Eh

rent and I mest certainly will net hold Poland respeunsible far it's minoritv o
racists. FEe placed his right arm areund me and led me +to his car, ne werds
were exchanged between us while driving towards the modern and indeed, beautiful
P9lish Capitel f Warsaw. A iving at my Ferum Hetel, I iavited "Janusz" after
cleaning up, %o drive with me a very shert distance away from my netel te a newls
build American sitvle restaurant...But befere leaving T t31ld him to telephene his
lovely wife and children te meet with us at tha*t place to dine tagether. They

were gooed peorls and I laved them very much, and in returw they lgved me. I am
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quite surz of that. T ¢ffered"Janusz" Sufficient American dellars far driving
me te Lcdz, theu te Auschwitz and stopping several times at Polish readside inus
and huntiﬁg lodges, where we dined on felicious home csoked feeds and werld
fameus Palish piereogis and golombkis (the first,raviolis or in Jewish kreplach.
stuffed with chepped veal and beef livers with sauteed onions, and the latter,
cabbage or in Pelish Xapusta, stuffed with cnepped beef... Tod that I haven'®
tasted in vears but grew up oun it. We alse had each time a Pelish faverite
delicassy; Steak Tartar, raw fillet-mignon, chepped with onieus, Taw eggs and
other spices and served on Folish rye bread it's eutrageeusly delicieus and ves,
it's ene of my mest faverite and with seme fresh anchevies added, 32sh, and geed-
ness-gracieus, it becemes then obscenel” amd extremely luscieus. And as I write
these words, my taste-butts are driving me ubD the wall. Of course we had manv
drinks at these inmns, but anly chilled selizer-water. Because in Peland a smar?
driver will abselutely uot take even one drink of alcohel while driving, because
of an accident, the drivers license is taken awav immediatelv and ferever. I
wish that we here weuld have the same rules of eunforced law and Dperhaps many
thousands >f American Lives weuld hav= -een saved. Anyway, "Janusz" weuld no=
accept even one single dellar from me for everything he has domnes arnd paid fer...

Flying back heme Te my adepted and iwdeed, beleved geed old U.S.A. Where en my
arrival in New Yerk and wiile leaving the Polish LOT airline, I humble dbut proud-
1y kissed the valiam? American soil. I knew that many millions of peeple"living”
over there would gladly give away all that they have te trade for my American
citizen papers and my American passpert if thair impossible dream would descent
sm them znc become a reality. Therefsrz I call myself a very proud American and

I pessess excellent reasens for its

As yeu knew, that T've said many times on previous pages in this beek, that
there are good and evil pesple in all of us, and I will +trv my very Dest 20
explain to you my sincere theery ou this very importand subject... Back 1in

our Hanever-ihlem camp during the Holocaust, we had ameng us several
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rated German army 8fficers who were like us suffering the Nazi wrath, because
either they were agzianst tue Hitlerite philosepnv of genocide and said se,er thev

ins
were 2gzias:c occupaying other counsries and brutalizing innocent civilians and

|-

alse said so, and epsnly protested these Nazi atrocities. However, in either

case, they were stiripped o *heir medals and thei- military iInsignias and then
i-i-ven t0 onur cambD, where *they spend with us several months and were taken awav
later oun net %o De seen again. 3ut please believe me that thev suffered a lot.

because of their believes. They were very good to us and shared with us the very
it+le that they had.

P
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Wwhile visiting once Israel with my Jean in the late 60s. I've read in the Tel-
Aviv newspapers an incredible but nevertheless truthful story abeut a German
Catholic ‘indus*rialist named Oscar Schindler, whe was called by some very gra-
teful Israelis and their media, The German father of twe thousand Jews. And why
was Schindler called that name?. I was cempletely intrigued and fascinated with
this particular stery and decided on the spet te interview this hereic man, se
that I weuld have been able to play this interview on my ever present small tape-
receorder and feplay the same back hcme on my several radie shows. Luck was with
me because Herr Schindler was alse visiting wi*h all these people which he per-
sonally has saved Zrem a certain death by the Nazis. Oscar Schindler was that
same week in Tel-Aviv, Israel, and I was able thanks to some of my fellew sur-
vivers living in Israel to meet him tegether with seme eof his peeple which he
has saved back in Peland during the vear 1943, one of the worst years ef Nazi
rersecutien of my pesple.

Jean and I stayed that same week at the Tel-Aviv Hilton on the Hayarkenm Stre=<
which was located almes* nzzt to the beach of the Mediterranean Sea.

Schindler accepted my invitation te an interview in my hotel reom and he showed
up with a few of//fgéish friends. I feund out the following while l:e talked
into my microcph>ne and every word that he said was fully verified by these
Israelis. In 1943, near Krakow, Poland he was eperating a large industrial
plant fer the Nazi war machine where he was making certain steel parts for

the Nazi secret recke® base. Although he was German born, he speke a fairly

goed Polish. He had because of his work absolute <clearance from the Nazis and
most certainly he was net ezne c¢f them, in fact he hated them fer what they
were deing te milliens of innocent people. Anyhow, he hired 2,000 Jews beth
men and women ta werk in his plant. Ye got these people Trom the very bex cars
thet they were in and heading for Auschwitz to die, because he needed workers
the Germans did net stepped him and went along with his requests. He treated all
his workers in the most humane and civilized fashioen. They all received frem him
plenty of good fecd daily and shelter en the grounds of his plant. He kept
telling them that he will never permit the Nazis to take them away from aim
and shipped to be killed. He also kept telling them that he would find a
way to save all of them from destructiem. And that's exactly what this brzve

man did. Becouse when it became clear that his contract with the Wehrmacht was
over and that the plant would soon be closed. He shuffled the 2,000 Iewish lave-
rers from place te® place hidding them risking his very own life. One summer
day of 194*; 2ll nis peeple were rounded up by the Germans and packed in seve-
ral box cars to be shipped to Auschwitz. And when the train left, he Dbribed
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TYE +train people and the German guards with large amounts of geld and Ameri-
can dellars to divert the entire train convoy and placed the engine and all

+the box cars on a blind phemy wailroad siding and waitsd in his car next to this
parked train. The Jerman guards and the entire train crew eagerlv accepted his
generous bribe and fully cooperated with him, a couple days later while the heat
became unbearable for that huge crowd of peonle, Shindler together with the crew
and some of the ramaining guards marched all the people back te their fermer
plant which was closed already. He opened with them the gates and kept all the
people until the very liberation of Poland. Feeding them and caring for them
arsund the clock paying mindboggling sums of money to the Polish peasants om
the black market for fresh food and fruits having them delivering at night-
time all that he ©bought from them a day bvefore and storing the same in his
nuge plant where his Jews were living and hidding. There were 1" Germaas arounc
the plant and neither were any Germans left in that village where his plant was
loczted and by new, it was the year 1944, and the Germans seunsed that they have
lost the war and they zlso knew that their end was near, and se by many mira-
cles, all the condemned people survived their living hell. The vast majerity
of them went to Israel shortly after their liberation bv the red army, it was
called at that time Palestine. some of them came teo 1ive in America and Canada
Some of them when I visited at that time Israel, became fathers and then granc
fathers and even great grandfathers, and so this heroic German benefacter be-
came known throughout Is—ael as the father of the 2,000 Jews that he saved. ne
was idolized by the Israelis, wine and dine? and given large sums of momey by
the grateful people of Israel, he didn't keep for himself one single dellar,
because he gave away the lions share of his monies to Israeli Hosritals, orphans
and wounded Israeli soldiers. Coming home I've played that tape many times on
my radio programs and evem oun my television shows. I visited with him twice
i1 the Jerman city of Frankfurt/m. where he lived on pension from the Wes?®
“erman "overnment and also from Israel and the people that he saved. I reme-
mber visiting with him the first time in his Frankfurt/m. home and bringing
with me an American electric shaver that he was able to use berause I beuBht
for him +his shaver with a dual electric switch adopted for the German electri-
city. He told me that cn two ocassions some Neo-Naziz were trying to assasinate
him for saving so many Jews calling him day and night a traitor who cemmitted
treason against Germany. After my second visit with him, a short time latey, thic
great man peacefully died in his hcuse of a heart-attack, and so this unbelie-
vable true story ended with his passing away. Jundreds of grateful Jews which
ne saved from genocide arrived from all over to be at his funeral, %o pav their
respect and love te Herr Oscar Schindler...
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Herman Gréébe, a German engineer is credited with saving hundreds of Jews from
Nazi bestiality. Many German righteous Christians were executed by the Nazis for
saving some of my peeple from annihilation. More than 2,500 Polish Christians
who were executed by the Nazis for helping and saving some of my persecuted
people to survive. in my research I came to know th=t an estimated 200,000 Jewish
1ives has been saved by seme 50,000 individual Christian rescuers risking their
1ives and the lives of their entire families. I repeatly pointed out throughout
my book that seme Ukrainians were collaberating with the Nazis in destreying
mv people. That happens te be unfortunatelly a true fact. However, I would
like also to point eut that many Ukrainian people in small villages aéd their
cities nave been also executed by the Nazis for harboring and freding some of
my people. I am preud to say that right here in Wilmington, Delaware, I have
several wonderful Ukrainian close friends that I like very much. And incidenta-
11y all of my Ukrainian friends were born over there. There are seme Peles here
in silmington, who came here to live from Poland who during the Holocaust
sheltered many Jewish people until the end of the war and also risking their
lives because the Nazi penalty for helping 2ven oune single Jew was harsh and
and very quickly. Thousands of heroic Jews in the Nazi camps and in the Polisk
towns and villaces and in the dense forests, helped other fellew Jews to

survive this heinous tragedy.

So you can see what I've have written in the beginning of my Dbeok, that ne
nation has the exclusive monopoly of having only Saints among them. You know
as well as I do, that there are good and tha% there are evil people all over.
As prcaunised befere, I will on some next pages tell vou my 29 years search for
the killer of my beloved maternal grandfather. Which finally ended with the
arrest in Israel and the pros=cution of Jankiel or Yaakov Reichman. I must stoD
typing now, because the time is now 4:00 am, and I must get at least a few
hours of sleep. See vou later... Shalom...



