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耽Ie鼠i箆もadru土　工vr土も.the central organiz尋も土on　宣or　七he dis-

semination o王　鯖ebr色w culture in America. celebrated i亡容　30亡h anni輸

versary in 1鎚6.　While　土亡s r喝in activities were cenとered around ㍍帥

York, its influence was　`t,resent in other cities as well.　|n January

of 1946, a Hebi-ew seed was planted in Wilmington, and it blossomed

土n七〇　とh合　孤1管　工vri which will celebrate in this Bicen亡ennia工ye貧r, its

30th anniversary on May　30　at the Jewish Cormunity center.

瞥he imp尋c七　〇三　櫨ebrew in Amer土e尋　亡hirとy years ago was limi"Led.　曹he

Histadrut did have its own publishing house so it issued a certain number

of books in addition to the weekly Hebrew newspa.per HaD3ar.　±n New

甘っrk c主上y′　a櫨eb朋w theater qr〇up exisとed′　buヒin七五e United States

櫨ebrev, as a living langll.age, had little appeal.　Why then did Wil-

mington prove to be the exception?

The fall of 1945　had brought to Wilmincjt｡n a new director of the

~Yl.鱒i簿　na恥e was轍arry Blue憲とone′　and he sp〇五e轍eわrew bea庇琵ully･

|n addition there was resident in 1,^Jilmingt｡n tile head of the Associated

Hebrew School, Dr. Philip Birnbaum. When they were united in Wilmin.gton,

it was a I.i〇s･ヒ　f〇L-ti`.it｡us event.　Furtherr,ore, the interest　`3f the twつ

of them in the Hebrew language was complemented by that of P`abbi sir``,つn

Krinsky, a noted Hebrew author and poet, and director of the Beth Emeth

religious scho'.i. .T.ouis Sdrvartzman, assistant director- of士lie'¥Y,‘/ p`abbi

恥seph Wertheimer, the rabbi.f Mahzikey rfaDas a>Rev. Simon Feldiiorn,

尋n extremely learned individua ]･･檀ence Bluesとoneさnd Bimba皿reali之ed

七ha七七五ere were七he蜜e土ndiv土如als plu写〇七hers who wouldもe interested



-　2　輸

in a轍eめエew　答peakin管智でoup.

重ねrry Blues七〇ne believed亡haともhe轍ug工vri should have亡he王ol細

工owin管oもうec上土vesこ

1.　rt sh｡ulcl enable people to hear spoken Hebrew.

2.　工と　嚢hould enable　七he individu己l　七〇　王m?rov合hi蜜　o義her　離合brew

and thereby help people to express themselves in liebrew.

3.　工t should恥ake　櫨eわr色w a living language.

Dr. Birnbaum agreed with these objectives.蛇)reover, since Ilo had

the academic IJackground, he would help bl-ing these goals into actuality.

On七he last day o壬194う′　the year亡he壬ir雲もa七〇mic bo癌b霊were

dropped, the year the Germ.ans and the Japanese surrendered, the in-

vitati′:`n tつthe first H噂lvri meeting was se置章t out on the stationery
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local people attending and a visiting speaker from New York. Dr. Birn-

b亀u孤pre患ided･He r∞mph尋s主塞ed亡he ‡〉urpose o王the呼oup′　尋nd he noted

七五尋も育つr亡h亀ne米と　蒼ew we合k箆圏nglish and Yiddish could be used until

peっple got accust孤ed to Elebrev. When Dr. Birnbau鵜asked about having

Outside s亭eakers, the grou.p expressed the feeling that　"the pur?⊃se of

the organization was t｡ encourage individual me油ers to express them-

selves in Hebrew and that they were not expected to come to meetings

sixply to listen to `]utside speakers."　Alth3ugh this was the feeling

of the group at that time, it was not until the l帥OIs that this was

actually implemented.

The H`堅持ri r{`;et t証ce a I-.i(:1nth at the "Y" aftei- its initial meeting.

Di-. gil-nbaum presided at each in.eeting. I-Ie w`3uld speak.n a t'3pic,and

this was f'311っwed by lively ｡elbate. When Rabbi Kraft ret世ned fr�ﾖ�

serviee鎚a chaplain, he began t3 attend. Mr. I.azai- Lebovitz, another

kn｡wle軸eable Hebraist, becaf,ie a regular attender as did '.ther teachers

and interested i3eつi?le in the c〇r聞unity. A tenth amiversary was helc3.

in 195r;, and the spea'j`-.er was Reuven Avinoa.in Ci-つs.=`?絶n, a鷺±srae]-i all軸`,r.

|n I.9C`3, Dr. Birnfoaum. †i.ad corやleted seventeen years as president, but

now he was I;loving t⊃ New Y｡rk s:⊃ there was s`J.r,i.e question as to how te

co撮上土nue　七五e Hug.

王t was decided that Rabさ3i RTaft would be the acting･ president 3f

the I如g, tout Dr. Bimba撮¥ would come from New York to ].-ireseiit a?ar)er

at each meeting.規e me.ぬers of that era recall how Dr. Birnもaum would

carefully take out 3f his iiocket the.?roofs of his next article for the

鱒aDo尋r尋nd read土と七〇とhe管roup･皿i昌arrange鮒enもc○n上土med until 19も7
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when東aもbi　昌h亀l〇m　遍土senbach.the educational director o王　Be亡h Shalom

and principal o壬Gr尋も乞,わecame　とlle preside庇o王　とhe蹄鳴●工vri.

During his term as president, the meetings were held in homes

and Rabbi Eisenbach would speak at each meeting.　The　甑CC was ncrv about

t'. Ill.ove into its new building so the Hug lvri felt it was time t⊃　shift

its mee上土nq●sめ瓢ck七〇　七五e cen亡er･

Å七　とhe　2う亡h anniversary banque七五eld on June　7, 1971, a七　七he een亡er.

Dr. Birnbaum was the speaker and over sixty people attended. At that

celebration, Si恥on Sとeinb合rg. a　王尋土もhful member o壬　とhe　櫨ug　容王nce　亡he

ea鷺ly王95〇一霜lわeca蘭e七五e ?re露ide庇o壬七he智rou?･

露王mon鴇e王nわer三上　賓　馨urv王ヽγor　〇王　とhe王妃1つca競霜ヒ. had received his

庇ai正埠尋七七五e骨arb庇Gy膿nas土um in東○vna′　餌s答ia′　and he hまdごon土工nue嶺

to study the IIebrew language and literature ever since co皿ng to the

United States.　Steinberg believed that it was time that the rL`.e融eers

of恥e削g began t｡ participate in a fuller sinse by maki閏presenta-

七i⊃n嚢七五e職寒elve容尋と琉e辞ee亡i叩s.There were skeptics, bu七　沈einber管

pers:evered. In truth, the last five years Df the I-Iuc_-{- have been the

耽〇s七つrod競e仁王ve　王n its hi籍もっry･

拙r｡ugh the enc''Juracj`err.ent ‘｡f Sin.on Steirめerg almost every active

m鋏めeごつ壬七五e難噂エvri′ wellっver王iモモy di捕eren亡people′　have露ニ)つke強

in the last five years. Guest speakers have als.i given tal]r.s at the

meetings, but the me.劃oers have been made t�&V�ﾆ率R�F��Bﾂ��2�&ﾇVW7F�&鳳

saw it initially, they must nse their Hebrew in order tつi甲.3r⊃ve tlieir

櫨e龍ew. Surely n〇九heごきo網職mi七y o壬七hi答si愛e 〇r even皿ch lar写er丸亀箆

had so many people giving papers in Hebrew which they researched and wrote.


