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WILMINGTON SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT IS A
HOMECOMING FOR ONE ARAD DELEGATE 
By Lynn B. Edelman
Editor

A four-person delegation from
Arad, Israel-a community linked to
Delaware through our participation
in the Jewish Agency's Partnership
2000 program, will travel to
Wilmington on January 28t1 for a
7:30 p.m. program at the Jewish
Community Center. For one
delegate, 47 year old Eitan
Campbell, the trip marks a return to
his roots. Campbell was born in

Wilmington and made aliyah as a bar
mitzvah in 1968.

He will take his 13 year old
daughter, Shira to see her two half-
brothers who live in Wilmington
during this visit-Shira's very first trip
abroad. Campbell, the Director of
the Massada National Heritage Park,
will discuss the historic ties between
Massada and Arad in a program
designed to generate enthusiasm for
Federation's March Mission to Arad.
The mission, scheduled March 23-
March 27, will allow Delawareans to

join in the celebration of Arad's 40'
anniversary.

Campbell has worked at Massada
since 1982 and has spearheaded
such innovations as the spectacular
Sound and Light show and
numerous special events. An ardent
historian who has helped restore
archeological sites at Tel Arad and
Tel Beersheba, he will give a first-
hand account of life in this region
located in the northern Negev.

Yifat Shoham and her 13 year old
daughter, Keshet will accompany the

REPORTER AND ISRAEL
ADVOCATE TO SPEAK AT
FEDERATION SHABBAT
By Lynn Edelman
Editor

Linda Scherzer, a former Mideast
correspondent for CNN and Israel
Television, understands the
frustration the Jewish community
feels when they see a steady stream
of anti-Israel stories on the air and in
print. Yet, that said, she defends her
Former colleagues against charges
that they are intentionally biased
against Israel or anti-Semitic "Most
reporters are people of honor who
try their best to cover a complex
story about a conflict driven by
thousands of years of geography,
history and politics," she said.
"Often", she added, "they are naive
and ill-informed about the
complicated issues behind the
struggles between Israel and her
Arab neighbors and present stories
that provide 'slices of life' rather than
substantive analysis."

Why are these "slices" so often
presented in a style that portrays
Israel as the aggressor and the
Palestinian people as their victims?
Scherzer answers that "the field of
journalism attracts many reporters
who are liberal in outlook with a
tendency to sympathize with the
underdogs." Their coverage is
colored by the darkness of the
poverty and squalor they see in tours
of Palestinian neighborhoods.

Her own in-depth knowledge of
regional dynamics is gleaned from
extensive travels to Syria, Jordan,
Lebanon and Egypt. She visited
Damascus twice to report on Syrian

attitudes towards the peace process
and produced a one-hour
documentary, "Through the Eyes of
Enemies: Is the Middle East Ready
for Peace".

Linda Scherzer

Scherzer, who now works on the
other side of the microphone
advising the Jewish community how
to confront negative media images of
Israel, will speak in Delaware on
Friday, January 31' and February 1'
as a guest of the Jewish Federation of
Delaware. On Friday night she will
speak at 8:00 p.m. Shabbat services
at Newark's Temple Beth El on the
topic of "The Media and the Middle
East: Biased or Balanced". Her topic
for 9:30 a.m. Saturday services at
Congregation Beth Shalom in
Wilmington is "From CNN to Israel
1V: A Reporter's View of the Middle
East."

She cautions her clients against
protesting perceived anti-Israel
media bias by boycotting news
publications. "The recent campaign
of canceling subscriptions to the New
York Times has not succeeded in
influencing the newspaper to be
more balanced in its coverpge," she
said. She believes that it is far more
effective to engage the local press in
dialogue on Mid-East issues and
form good working relationships
with editors and editorial boards.

Scherzer, the only North
American ever to work as an on-air
correspondent for Mabat, Israel
Television's Hebrew news program,
where she covered Arab and
Palestinian affairs, urged those
Jewish communal professionals and
lay leaders charged with monitoring
media bias to do their homework.
"Clip articles over a period of time
that demonstrate a pattern of
reporting sympathetic to 'the other
side' and bring in visiting Israelis to
meet editors and share their unique
perspectives," she suggested

After a pattern of bias has been
documented, Scherzer advises
clients to write short, succinct letters
to the editor that cite evidence of
slanted news coverage. "Keep the
passion you feel for Israel in your
hearts, and out of your
correspondence," she said.

For more information about
Federation ShalDbat, please call
Amalia Snyderman at the Jewish
Federation of Delaware, 302-427-
2100, ext. 30 or email her at
amalia.snyderman@shalomdel.org.
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Campbells on their trip to Delaware.
A sabra, Yifat Shoham came to Arad
as a toddler. She witnessed first-hand
the development of this Israeli
community which became a city in
1995. Shoham serves as executive
director of the Leumit-HMO in Arad
and of six smaller Leumit clinics in
the area. This health center provides
medical services to more than 3,500
residents of Arad and surrounding
communities. She is the former
director of the WUJS Institute-a
graduate center, which attracts

Jewish college graduates from
around the world. During their
studies, students spend six months in
Arad, learning Hebrew and taking
courses in Jewish history, Israel
today and Judaism.

The January 28th program is a
unique opportunity to meet face-to-
face with members of Delaware's
Partnership 2000 community. To
find out more about this free
presentation or the March Mission
to Arad, please call 302-427-2100,
ext. 15.

REJECTING
MARTYRDOM

by Nonie Darwish

I hope that my story will shed
light on the truth in the Middle East
to every American; especially to
those who subscribe to the
erroneous idea that U.S. policy in
that region must have caused Islamic
and Arab hatred of the West.
My father, who was not a

Palestinian, was a very prominent
military officer in the Middle East. (I
will not mention the country for
personal reasons.) His job was to
mobilize Palestinian forces into
Israeli territory and cause as much
death and damage to Israel as
possible. As a small child in the
50's, I remember the horror of
being told not to take any candy or
fruit from any stranger since it
could have a bomb in it. Our house
was surrounded with security; a
couple of times our train trip was
cancelled because the train tracks
were bombed. I remember sleeping
nights under the bed fearing the
sound of bombs and explosions.

I remember going to a
Palestinian preschool and
kindergarten and the word "Jew"
instilled terror and dread into the
core of my very being. A Jewish
person was portrayed like less than
human, a dog, an evil alien from
outer space who was about to
destroy the world. Jews, they said,
had no home because they were
cursed by God and the main mission
of Islam was to get rid of Jews.

As a small child I remember
once, at a Palestinian school,
asking "why?" The response was
that I was a traitor for asking this
question and would go to Hell, and
for the rest of the day the girls in
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the school did not talk to me. The
education was mainly political,
teaching kids the hatred of Israel.
Arabic poetry was recited daily,
with tears in Palestinian children's
eyes, on how Palestine was taken
from them and how they will
retaliate and even die to get it back.

In spite of this atmosphere, my
own family which was not
Palestinian, did not discuss this
hatred. To my mother, and I think
also to my father, whom I hardly
remember, his job was his duty,
nothing more and nothing less, and
I don't think he really liked it. My
mother said that he was getting sick
of his job and was promised to leave
his post and get transferred to a post
that did not require living on the
edge as he and all of us (his family)
were. Two weeks before leaving
his post he was killed by the Israelis
in retaliation.

My loving father died at age 35
and never saw his children grow, let
alone his grandchildren. He was
robbed of his life and for that I
blame the Middle Eastern Islamic
culture and .the propaganda of
hatred taught to children from
birth. Immediately after my father's
death many people congratulated
(!!!) us as the children of a hero and
a shahid — a martyr. I remember 1
spent many nights crying alone
wishing he did not have a cause to
die for and I resented the idea of
martyrdom. It never made sense to
my young mind then since, why
should God want us to die for a
cause when he gave us life?

I was told that my dad was in
heaven now since he died as a
martyr and schools and streets

Continued on page 18
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LEVY, SCHWARTZ & ASSOCIATES
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FEATURED LISTINGS

729 Foxdale Road, Edenridge $539,900
This Contemporary is one of Edenridge's largest homes. A beautiful tile foyer leads to
the spacious Earn Rin with wet bar & built ins, and overlooks a tile Sunroom that has
:in interesting architectural shape & overlooks a beautiful wood rear yard.

• 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths • Large Screened Porch
• New Heaters &

104 Shadestone Way, Country Walk $674,000
Custom built Berlin home on one of the finest lots in Country Walk backing to White
Clay Preserve. Finished walk-out basement with wet bar. 3 fireplaces, exquisite gour-
met cherry kitchen, spacious master suite w/sitting area & 4 piece bath.

• 4 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths • Finished Basement
• Premium Lot

LEVY, SC HWARTZ
&ASSOCIATES
The Team for All Seasons In Delaware Real Estate

Please Phone: (302) 426-6111
Email: homes@levyschwartz.com
Web: www.levyschwartz.com

Prudential
Fox & Roach REALTORS®
Powder Mill Square
3838 Kennett Pike

Greenville, DE 19807
(302) 571-8855

Njo:

• • • • • • • •
•••• ••Adif..• a•A • ••Att..• ••.14f.•••• £5,CAf.b ••d/10.• ••Aft..••••ag.•

:4i:

Hundreds of Ways to Shop, Eat & Save

Country Style
  overt
100 sioREs
ut4DERZIE
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Booths Corner Farmers Market, minutes away
from 1-95, has a Country setting with a
comfortable Amish Atmosphere.

- VARIETY STORES - SHOES
- CLOTHING -FURNITURE
- JEWELRY- CRAFTS

- COLLECTIBLES - RESTAURANTS
- HOME IMPROVEMENT
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE

Booths Corner
FARMERS MARKET

ROUTES 261 & 491
NAAMANS CREEK & FOULK RDS.

BOOTH WYN, PA

(610) 485-0774
FRIDAY 10 AM -10 PM • SATURDAY 10 PM - 9 PM

vvww.boothscorner.com
VISIT THE SPECIALS PAGE ON OUR WEBSITE

FOR MERCHANT COUPONS
• • • • • • • - • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • •• • • • • • • • • • - • • •• •
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Sun and
Swim

Without
A Care.

The Amoena swimwear collectioni,
, making waves with flattering styles,
beautiful prints and an array of colors.

Come in today and find the
style that suits you best.

AMOENI;

25%
to 50%
OFF

'Mastectomy wear for the confident woman"
www.simplyyouboutique.com

Independence Moll
Rte. 202, Concord Pike

302-652-2911

The Helen F. Graham Cancer Center
(next to Christiana Hospital)

302-368-3686

toDIES IN BALANCEv test)

MATES ST110
GRAND OPENING MAR 2003!

62 ROCKFORD ROAD, WILMINGTON
Abby B. Sokolic, M.C.A.T.

Comprehensively Trained and Certified Pilates Instructor
The Pilates Method of Exercise Will:

• Tone and elongate muscles
• Increase overall body strength, flexibility & balance

• Enhance sports performance
• Reduce stress • Increase energy • Improve Posture

• Reduce Back and Neck Pain
Call today for a gift certificate and receive reduced rates

on private lessons and classes!
Schedule a private lesson or mat class and

receive a free mat class!

4001 Miller Road, Wilmington, Delaware 19803

(302) 229-8118
•
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EDITORIAL LETTER TO THE EDITOR
A Jew In The Oval Office? Democracy under fire
Mere minutes after Senator Joseph I.

Lieberman placed his kippah in the ring for
the 2004 Democratic presidential nomina-
tion, my inbox was crammed with email
jokes suggesting possible scenarios if he suc-
cessfully makes the White House his home.
Some are playful ... "Goodbye, Bubba -
Hello, Bubbeleh" ... others are caustic ...
"all Mt. Rushmore figures get nose jobs" ...
while a few, like "White House interns -
shiksas only!" are totally tasteless."

Many of these jokes are written by Jews
in veiled attempts to mask discomfort with a
candidate who is publicly candid about his
commitment to upholding Jewish values in
his personal and professional life. In a world
where anti-Semitism is on the rise and
Israelis are often portrayed in the media as
aggressors in the thorny Mid-East conflict,
some Jews fear that a Jewish president
might tip over an already shaky boat.

Is a Lieberman candidacy good for the
Jews? Ask the children in our Jewish day
schools and camps who now know that reli-

gious observance is not a barrier to leader-
ship positions in the highest echelons of our
American government. They take pride in
the Senator's decision to keep kosher and to
refrain from campaigning on Shabbat and
Jewish holidays.

Would a Lieberman presidency be good
for America? It's still far too early in the race
to know. As Jewish-Americans, people
afforded the precious freedom to live their
faith in their own fashion, it is incumbent
upon us to become fully engaged in the
political process.

Attend candidate's forums, follow
debates, and check voting records to learn
where each candidate stands on the key
issues that impact our great nation's future.

B'shalom,

/6) f/d724/YL)

---)C---4nn B. Edelman

Photo Of The Week

WHEN I GROW UP,
I WANT TO BE

PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES

Democratic Presidential contender
Senator Joseph I. Lieberman, the
first Jewish candidate representing
a mahor political party, in a child-
hood photo.
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In just a few days, every Israeli citizen over
eighteen, whether Christian, Muslim or
Jewish, will have the right to cast a vote to
decide who will control the Knesset, the Israeli
Parliament. The process is as normal as in
any democracy. Candidates make public
appearances. Advertising agencies roll out
media campaigns. Parties rally to attract new
supporters. What is not normal is the fact that
while Israelis are exercising their freedom to
vote, they are the target of Palestinian terror-
ism. When two Palestinian gunman recently
blasted their way into the Likud party primar-
ies, democracy itself was under fire.
Unfortunately, that tragic event, which took
six lives, was part of what Israelis call the "sit-
uation," the underlying danger of every day
life.

Israel's situation as a democracy under fire
creates the same dilemmas as those now
faced by the United States following
September 11th. The entire democratic
world now struggles to answer the question:
How far can civil rights be infringed to protect
innocent civilians and national security?

Every morning, Israelis wake up to alerts
of homicide bombers. They are warned to be
cautious, to be vigilant, and yet to continue
the "normal" pace of life. Children are sent
off to kindergarten, parents go to offices,
people continue to use public transportation,
in spite of the fact that Palestinian terrorists
frequently target buses filled with civilians and
children.

Put yourself, your family, in the following
scenario. It is 7 a.m. You are hurrying your
children off to school before taking the bus to

your office. Israeli intelligence has just
received word that a suicide bomber is on his
way to blow up a bus in your neighborhood.
The army sets up roadblocks in an effort to
intercept the ticking human bomb. As a
result, there are those who see the careful
checking of motorists as a violation of their
right of free movement, as a form of "humili-
ation." How would you see it? Is your right
to survive a ride to work on public transporta-
tion inferior to the rights of the people who
are delayed at a roadblock?

Israel's Supreme Court has given a clear
answer: "Human rights cannot receive com-
plete protection as if there were no terrorism,
and state security cannot receive complete
protection as if there were no human rights.
A delicate and sensitive balance is required.
This is the price of democracy. It is costly, but
worthwhile. It strengthens the state. It pro-
vides a reason for its struggle." (High Court of
Justice. September 3, 2002)

This is the complex reality of Western
democracy in an age of terrorism. On
January 28, 2003, no matter how hard the
terrorists try to destroy the general elections,
Israel will once again celebrate its status as the
only democracy in the Middle East in which
every citizen, regardless of religion, has an
equal voice in the government. On that day,
Israelis will vote for a government that will
work toward peace and democracy, not just
for themselves, but for all the peoples of their
region.

B'Shalom,
Giora Becher

Consul General of Israel in Philadelphia

PARSHA PLACE
Week of January 25 YITRO Exodus 18:1-20:26

Parshat Vitro centers on the establishment of the covenant between God and the
Jewish people. Less than three months after leaving Egypt, the Israelites enter the wilder-
ness of Sinai. They encamp there, and Moses ascends the mountain as instructed by God.
Though God maintains that the Israelites are not to touch or climb the mountain, God
specifically instructs Moses to sanctify all the Israelites and to let them wash their clothes.
All of them are to prepare themselves spiritually and physically for God's revelation, for
all of them are to enter into a covenantal relationship with God.

God does not indicate why they have been chosen. According to a midrash, God chose
the Israelites only after every other nation had refused, unwilling to assume the responsi-
bilities incumbent upon God's chosen people. As the midrash explicitly maintains, cho-
senness entails responsibility. As the Ten Commandments that God reveals in Exodus 20
underscore, the worship of God, though essential, is not in and of itself sufficient. What
is expected of the Israelites, and of us, as members of the covenant, is respect for our-
selves, other human beings and their possessions, and the earth. We are to show this
respect through our actions: resting on the Sabbath and extending this day of rest to those
in our household, and honoring our parents; refusing to murder, steal, commit adultery,
or be consumed by envy; and refraining from leveling false accusations against others

While the first three of the Ten Commandments focus on the nature of true worship,
the last six focus on our responsibilities to others. Preceding them is the injunction to
honor the Sabbath, a commandment that focuses on all of our obligations. Included
among them is the obligation to rest or, literally, to refrain from work, thus respecting our
own physical and mental needs. Perhaps this commandment precedes the last six to serve
as a reminder that in order to respect others we must begin by respecting ourselves.

This Torah commentary was prepared by CLAL, the Center for Jewish Life and
Learning, headquartered in New York City.
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FEDERATION Focus
Jewish Immortality is in

Samuel H. Asher

By Samuel H. Asher,
Executive Vice President
I received a wonderful e-mail the

other day which maintains that

there has never been a better time
to be Jewish. Titled "Proud to be
Jewish", it speaks of the many suc-
cesses of the State of Israel in such
areas as science and technology,
agriculture, and -most recently-
space exploration. The e-mail
urges readers not to despair over
the current attacks on Israel. After
all, we overcame greater enemies in
our history, the ancient Egyptians
(Passover story); the Greeks; the
Romans; the Spanish Inquisition;
the Pogroms in Russia; and the
Nazis in World War II. It optimisti-
cally concludes that we will surely
survive the present Matzav (situa-
tion).

Mark Twain was also impressed
by the resilience of the Jewish peo-
ple. In his "Concerning the Jews",
he wrote:

"His contributions to the
world's list of great names in lit-

erature, science, art, music,
finance, medicine, and abstruse
learning are way out of propor-
tion to the weakness of his num-
bers.
He has made a marvelous fight

in this world, in all the ages; and
has done it with his hands tied
behind him. He could be vain of
himself, and be excused for it.
The Egyptian, the Babylonian,
and the Persian rose, filled the
planet with sound and splendor,
then faded to dream-stuff and
passed away; the Greek and the
Roman followed, and made a vast
noise, and they are gone; other
peoples have sprung up and held
their torch high for a time, but it
burned out, and they sit in twi-
light now, or have vanished.

The Jew saw them all, beat
them all, and is now what he
always was, exhibiting no deco-

Jewish Hands
dence, no infirmities of age, no
weakening of his parts, no slow-
ing of his energies, no dulling of
his alert and aggressive mind. All
things are mortal but the Jew; all
other forces pass, but he remains.
What is the secret of his immor-
tality?"

I believe that the secret to our
immortality is that Jews are respon-
sible one for the other - Kal Yisroel
Arevim Ze la Ze. We pride our-
selves in taking care of our local,
national and international needs.
Witness our ongoing efforts to
maintain excellent services in
Wilmington and Newark through
our local beneficiary agencies.
Historically, one of our best inter-
national humanitarian efforts was
Operation Exodus, which moved
over a million people to Israel from
the former Soviet Union since the
late '80s.

We are indeed being tested now
that Israel is under attack every day.
Many members of our community
responded by making contributions
to the Israel Emergency Campaign
and continue to support our Jewish
homeland through their gifts to the
2003 Federation Annual
Campaign.

But we must do more. Please
consider joining us on our Mission
to Israel on March 23 - 27. We will
be in Israel for Arad's 40th anniver-
sary and we will see many of the
sites, including Jerusalem. Most
importantly, we will be with our
Israeli brothers and sisters at a time
when they need us the most. They
need to know that we stand with
them and support them.
Come to the informational

meeting at the JCC on January 28
at 7:30 PM. Join our mission in
March. Now is the time.

Israeli Camp Children Reap Fruits of UJC Emergency Campaign
By Jessica Steinberg

JTA
Twenty squirming 6- and 7-

year-olds pile into the center of the
classroom, listening attentively to
their day camp counselor as she
explains how to make a recycled
newspaper art project.

As they sit cross-legged on the
floor, ripping up newspaper that
would later be mixed with a clay-
like glue and then molded into pri-
mary colored art, Ellen
Waghelstein plunks herself down
amid three giggling girls to help.

Tal, Chen and Rivka end up
spending more time teaching
Waghelstein the words to a popular
Hebrew song. In turn, she teaches
them how to say bug juice, the red-
colored juice popular at many
American camps..

Waghelstein. from Rockville,
Md., along with a busload of
United Jewish Communities col-
leagues, was visiting the communi-
ty center day camp in Baka, a
Jerusalem neighborhood.

The day camp is one of many
that has been funded by a $25 mil-
lion grant from the Israel
Emergency Campaign, which was
launched by UJC and federations
across North America in response
to the ongoing terror in Israel.
The campaign has already raised
nearly $300 million to offset secu-
rity, medical, child welfare and
other humanitarian needs in Israel.

The funding is being adminis-
tered by a committee of represen-
tatives from the UJC, the Jewish
Agency for Israel, the Israeli gov-
ernment and the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee.

Last summer, the $25 million
supported a three-week country-
wide camp program. The camps
are seen as a way of providing safe
recreational activities for Israeli
children.

As part of the Jewish organiza-
tional collaborative effort, the
JDC, along with Israel's Education
Ministry and the Union of Local
Authorities, administers the day
camp programs.

Out of the $25 million, $20 mil-
lion enabled 230,000 Israeli chil-
dren from grades one through six
to attend camp. The camps are

located in low-income areas that
have been particularly vulnerable to
terror attacks, including, areas in
Jerusalem, Afula, Hadera, Netanya
and Kfar Saba.

The remaining $5 million is
being used for special summer pro-
grams for special needs children
and youth at risk, and will reach
35,000 youngsters throughout the
country.

From the $20 million, $18 mil-
lion was slated for camps around
Israel, while the remaining $2 mil-
lion was set aside for Jerusalem, as
stipulated by the UJA-Federation
of New York, which is Jerusalem's
sister city.

For Shula Ohayoun, a single
mother of four from Baka with two
girls in the day camp, the UJC
grant was a lifesaver. "I don't know
what I would have done this past
summer," said Ohayoun, who has
two older sons, one of whom will
enter the army this fall.

"With the camp, they go to the
pool, the monkey park, on hikes.
These are treats I wouldn't have
been able to afford." The day
camp, which runs from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. for most of the children,
includes four trips to a local pool,
several all-day outings, and the
usual routine of sports, arts and
crafts and other activities.

At the Baka camp, which is held
in a small, local elementary school
surrounded by painted cement
yards, the children are divided into
groups of 20 to 25, with two coun-
selors, explained Amos Lev-Ran,
the day camp director.

In addition to the 200,000-plus
children enrolled in the camps,
another 12,000 Israeli youth
between the ages of 12 and 18 are
involved in the day camps as staff
and counselors.

While Baka is a mostly middle-
to upper-middle-class neighbor-
hood with families that can well
afford day camp, there are pockets
of lower-income families in the
community, said Yehiel Levy, the
director of the local community
center.
A significant number of the

campers come from Givat
Hamatos, a rundown area close to
Baka that is home to many poor

Ethiopian and Russian immigrants.
There are usually 70 to 80 chil-

dren enrolled in the Baka day
camp each summer, with another
50 pre-schoolers in the nearby
day care program. This year,
there were 170 kids in the day
camp, and 70 children in the

nearby day care center.
"The money you gave us gives

us the opportunity to bring kids to
camp," Levy told the visiting UJC
delegation. "And for that, we thank
you."

Given the large sums of tax-
exempt donations being made, the

organizations are working to make
sure that the money is being put to
work quickly and efficiently.

"The money you spend on sum-
mer camps goes to the right peo-
ple at the right time," Nachman
Shai, director general of UJC
Israel, concluded.

Strive to become a Neshomaleh

Todd Polikoff

I grew up in a household where
my grandmother was home as
often as my parents. She loved
watching her grandsons interact

and take care of each other. She
told me that it was my responsibil-
ity as an older brother to watch
after my younger sibling.
Ensuring his safety and prosperity
at all times would make me a
Neshomaleh or good soul. This
was the highest achievement in
my grandmother's eyes for any of
her grandchildren.

Becoming a good soul should
be a something that every mem-
ber of our community should
strive to achieve. Imagine a com-
munity where we all look after
each other despite the situation.
Imagine if we constantly acted on
our responsibility as Jews to care
for our extended family even
though we will never know the
majority of them. Imagine if we
always lived up to our responsibil-
ity to be an example for all other
peoples, a light unto nations, a
society of Neshomalehs.

The JFD Annual Campaign
affords all of us the opportunity to
become good souls by satisfying
our responsibilities as Jews. The
annual campaign educates Jewish
children, adds life to years for the
enormous Jewish elderly popula-
tion and provides resources to
rebuild once extinct Jewish conti-
nuities around the world. It is the
place that allows you to ensure the
safety and prosperity of the 13
million members of your Jewish
family with one gift.

Through the JFD Annual
Campaign we can all become
Neshomalehs, good souls, and
continue to be responsible for our
community in Delaware, Israel
and 59 countries around the
world.

For more information on the
JFD Annual Campaign please
contact me at 302-427-2100 ext.
16 or www.shalomdelaware.org.

Celebrate Arad This Spring
Arad, Delaware's Partnership 2000 community in Israel will cele-

brate its 40th anniversary this spring. You are cordially invited to join
the festivities! The Delaware Jewish community is sponsoring a dele-
gation to Israel from Sunday, March 23rd through Thursday, March
27th. You will have the opportunity to:
*Converse with new ohm
*Visit the fabulous nature preserve at Ein Gedi
*Experience a torch-lighting ceremony at Tel Arad
*Thrill to a light and sound show atop Massada
*Tour the projects and facilities funded by Delaware's commitment

to Partnership 2000

*Enjoy the company of our brothers and sisters in Arad
Let's share in the joy of this very special milestone.

For additional information, please call Samuel H. Asher at 427-
2100, ext. 14 or Sheila Krinsky, ext IS.
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R&R RoofiNq & REpAins
"Thu FiddlER ON Thu Roof"

PhONE

SCOT SChWARTZ

(302) 218-7474

2 Hollister Leigh Ct.
Newark, DE 19702-1142

Phone & Fax (302) 453-8752
Mobile 218-7474

rnrroofing@comcast.net
0

BAT MITZVAH DRESSES

Taiii411p Planning is
Everything...
We stock a full line
of dresses and suits

A one sup shop tor fashion conscious teens! • Specializing in 7-14
Stevenson Village in Baltimore Preteen & Junior Sizes

(410)484-1125 • Custom Sizing Available
2 min. from 695 off exit 21 8-12 Week Delivery

Monday to Friday 11 am to 6 pm
Saturday 10 am to 5 pm
Sunday 12 Noon to 4 pm

Over 21 Years
Experience

Do you have a Bar/Bat Mitzvah or other
special event in the upcoming months?

/kale- Voi11/,t4 7tri/it/
January 31st & February 1st

47/ •V4.4)11 f/I /7.4'4 ‘erif 4eIretai Viera ofra4kie

trtiet NtottAi (fit int/ jioureit gie.14e4.•

Picture Perfect — January 24th & 25th
Little Princess — February 7th & 8th

Call today to reserve your appointment!

,T /e aiffyie Ca4pit
Powder Mill Square, Greenville, DE • 302-658-8311

Monday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm and by appointment

Jeffrey R Stape
Owner/Broker

CAREFUL SERVICE SINCE 1950

(302) 656-6661 Phone

(302) 656-6663 Fax

jeff@jackstaperealtors

www.jackstaperealtors.corn

1601 Concord Pike • Suite 52 • Wilmington, DE 19803-3602

BERGER BROS IN
Since 1919

OFFICE FURNITURE
-OFFICE SYSTEMS

Market at Third Sts., Wilm., DE
Hours 8:00 to 5:30 Sat. 6:30 to 12 noon

(Call (302) 655-7166)

DESKS & CHAIRS
Bernhardt • Council Craftsman • Krug • Miller

Stylex • La-Z-f3oy • Hon • United Chair • Global
Boling • Jafco • St. Timothy • Hekman • Much, Much Morel

OFFICE SYSTEMS &
COMPUTER FURNITURE

ASE • Helikon • ABCO • Trendway
Tiffany • Hon And More!

ENJOY ENDLESS OCEAN VIEWS

Specialist in Sea Colony resales.

HOWARD I. WINSTON
Sales Associate

Office: (302) 539-9040
Fax: (302) 539-2185

Toll Free: (800) 228-8833
Cell: (302) 270-1154

YOUR BEACH
CONNECTION
SERVING

BETHANY BEACH,
FEN WICK,
REHOBOTH
AND LEWES

L  ,LONG &
IlvF FOSTER

litAllORS Cr

E-Mail: Howie.Winston@longandfostencom

BETHANY BEACH OFFICE
1150 Coastal Highway, Bethany Beach, DE

rfri".4.71i;T:
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INSIDE DELAWARE
JCC is a Second Home For Jewish Youth

By Jeff Metz

The JCC has always been a cen-
tral gathering place for people of all
ages. Now, with its expanded
recreational and educational pro-
grams, the Jewish Community
Centers of Delaware serves over
5,000 members in its North
Wilmington and Newark facilities,
and is a second home for many
Jewish children and teens.

Of the wide variety of services
available at the JCC, the early child-
hood programs continue to be
among the best in the State of
Delaware. The Garden of Eden
Road facility, the College Avenue
site in Newark and the preschool at
Temple Beth El synagogue in

Newark serve over 200 children.
The JCC offers half-day and full-day
preschool as well as enrichment
classes for children. The early child-
hood programs provide quality edu-
cation through a positive environ-
ment rich in stimulation, yet gentle
and accepting of each child's
uniqueness.

Children's recreational activities
have blossomed at the JCC over the
past several years. In the fall, over
80 children participated in the JCC
basketball league in Wilmington,
and currently, over 130 children
ages three to twelve are participat-
ing in the new winter soccer league.
Children are coached by volunteers
and led by the professional recre-
ation staff of the JCC. In addition,

the JCC has grown into a swim-
ming powerhouse. The JCC swim
team, now over 100 members
strong during the winter, captured
the championship in 2002 and is
already undefeated this season.
Children are participating on the
swim team, both in the Newark and
Wilmington JCC locations. The
Sharks are on the attack and are
building up a very solid team that
will be extremely competitive this
summer in the North Brandywine
Swim League.

During the summer months, the
JCC has been serving over 600 chil-
dren in its summer camp programs.
The programs are a collective group
of traditional day camp programs,
which provide a variety of opportu-

nities for children to explore, as well
as a host of specialty programs from
sport-oriented endeavors to fine arts
and horseback riding. The camps
work in partnership with profession-
al organizations and individuals
around the area with counseling
staff provided by the JCC.

For junior high and high school
age kids, the JCC provides some
terrific activities. Already this school
year, the JCC has held sleep-over
events, volunteer opportunities, and
a trip to New York to see the play
"Rent," at which time the kids had
the opportunity to meet Joey
Fatone from the band In Sync. The
JCC also houses and works collec-
tively with BBYO (B'nai Brith Youth
Organization). Both the boys' and

girls' chapters of BBYO meet regu-
larly at the JCC and receive support
from the teen staff. In summer, the
teens have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a "Teen Travel" program
offered through Camp JCC.

As the Jewish Community
Center continues to find new ways
to service the Jewish community of
Delaware, it clearly offers a wonder-
ful place for the area's Jewish chil-
dren and great opportunities for
those who wish to participate. For
more information, call the JCC at
(302) 478-5660 in Wilmington, and
(302) 368-9173 in Newark, or visit
our website, www.iccdelaware. orq.

Jeff Metz is the executive direc-
tor of the Jewish Community
Center of Delaware.

Two Federation agencies
join to help the needy

Students at the Albert Einstein
Academy recently joined forces
with Jewish Family Service of
Delaware to help ensure that needy
families in Delaware received food
for their holiday meals. The stu-
dents helped JFS staff as they
inventoried, categorized and divid-
ed non-perishable food items that
had been donated by the commu-
nity. The students also helped to
wrap and deliver food packages.

Albert Einstein Academy and
Jewish Family Service are con-
stituent agencies of the Jewish
Federation of Delaware and are
supported through the Federation
Annual Campaign. For more
information about AEA, call Rabbi
Ellen Bernhardt, Head of School,
at 478-5026 and for JFS, call Dory
Zatuchni, Executive Director at
479-9411. Kyra Isaacs, Taylor Sims and Rebekah Byer

Jewish Family Service helps
separated and divorced families
Jewish Family Service of Delaware offers

Separating and Divorcing Parent Education courses
certified by Family Court. "Healing Hearts" parent
seminars and children/teen seminars are held at the
Jewish Community Center in Wilmington, the first
two Wednesdays of each month from 6:45 to 9:45

p.m. The fee for the six-hour course is $100, free
for the children of participating parents.
Scholarship assistance is available.

For additional information, please call Karen
Townsend, A.C.S.W. at 286-1402.

Melton Marks Second
Year in Delaware

The Florence Melton Adult Mini-School, first and second year
students learn from their teachers and from each other amidst a
jumble of notebooks, student readers and texts. For more infor-
mation about the School, please call Marion Hamermesh at the
JCC, Wilmington, 302-478-5660.
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4001 Kennett Pike
Greenville Crossing Two
Greenville, Delaware

19807

656-3348

• •

So tttiq ue

REMODELING
Just a note to let you
know that Honey will

close for 2 weeks -- from
Jan.27 to Feb. 7 to

Remodel and up-date to
better serve you.

If you have a fashion emergency
during this time, call and we will

try to assist you.

Two Greenville Crossing
4001 Kennett Pike, Greenville
Open Monday-Saturday 10-5

(302) 654-4058

302-658-2300

Weichert,®
Realtors ,u.ct

BERNIE FREIMARK
BROKER

Company Wide Top Listing Awards
President's Club

Office: (302) 478-3800
Fax: (302) 478-4854

BRANDYWINE OFFICE
3302 CONCORD PIKE

WILMINGTON, DE 19803
4.•

K
THE KUTZ HOME

Delaware's Jewish nursing facility
dedicated to caring for our elders with the

reverence they deserve.

Medicare and Medicaid

Certified

24-hour skilled

nursing care

Physical rehabilitation

services

• On-site beauty parlor

• Kosher meals and snacks

• Sabbath and holiday
services

• Activities programs

For more information about the Kutz Home,

please call Sheila Mensch at (302) 764-7000.
The Milton & Hattie Kutz Home, Inc.

704 River Road • Wilmington, DE l980)
www.kutzhome.com

Don't Pay Another Dime for
Long-Term Care Insurance Until

You've Received This
Free Report

Retirees who have not set up proper strategies can have all of their
net worth wiped out due to nursing home costs. You can lose your
CDs, house, social security, pension, investments, IRAs. You name
it! But you say, "I've solved that problem. I have long-term care
insurance." What if you never use the long-term care insurance
you're paying all those expensive premiums for? A New England
Journal of Medicine study indicates one out of two adults over 65
will not use long-term care benefits. You could pay all those pre-
miums and never use the benefits. You owe it to yourself to learn
about the newest concept in long-term care that can guarantee the
return of your premium (plus interest) at any time if you never
need nursing home benefits.

• This report is FREE. No cost or obligation.
Call 1-800-633-8584 X224 and get your copy of the

"Have Your Cake and Eat It Too Long-Term Care Concept."
Before it's too late!

Joanne Lang Szymanski
ESTATE PLANNING OF DELAWARE VALLEY

!UlINIMI1W11111111111111111
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Montessori Education:
A great choice for your child.

A loving environment * Respect for the child * Individual programs

Enrolling Now for the fall of 2003
Call today for a personal tour.

(302) 478-7114
Serving 2-1/2 - 6 year olds since 1974

Perfectly located near the intersection of 141 & 202 (at Fairfax)

a new
YEAR
deserves
a fresh
START

Let's make this
the best year yet!

OXFORD teaches students:
• Organization
• Time Management
• Memory & Test-Taking Skills
• Essay Writing
• How To Study

Better Grades! Success!
Confidence! Achievement!

OXFORD LEARNING GEN rER.SX

PIKE CREEK
4838 Limestone Rd.

302-235-7434
www.oxfordlearning.com

44(

OPEN
HOUSE
Age 3-Grade 4:
Tues., Feb. 11

Academics, Athletics, and the Arts

THE TATNALL SCHOOL
1501 Barley Mill Road • Wilmington, DE 19807

Admissions and Financial Aid: (302) 892-4285

wvvw.tatnall.org
College preparatory education for age 3 to Grade 12

ive
and Learn

* U S A *

TENNIS

PARENTS!
Give your child a
gift of tennis!
The Sport for a 

Lifetime! 
For as low as $37

June 16-August 7
Ages 5 & Up

Day and Evening
Lessons

Weekly Camps
USA Team Tennis

ADULT LESSONS
Ages 18 & Up

June 2-August 28

For Information Call
• Cathy DeBovis
(302) 656-1182

• Dover Parks and
Recreation

(302) 736-7050

c.)

Mal

0tC

. A

• t

AKIRA HEBREW ACADEMY

Za3 N. 111311LAND AVENUE
MER1ON STATION, t/A 19066

FOR MORE INFORMATION,

PLEASE CALL:
610 667 4070 X.I44

WWW.AKIRAWER.OR(j

• pluralistic jekvish environment

• Over so years of middle school and
school excellence, Trades 6-ta

• Diverse extracurricular and cultural activities

• Community service vorticipation

• A place where lifetime friendships ,;roku

• Transportation Available

liii Ii' iiebrew provam Available

"FIRST TUESDAY"
OPEN HOUSES / 8:30 A.M. - 11:30 A.M.

February 4, 2003

April 1, 2003

March 4, 2003

May 6, 2003

FINANCIAL MD AVAILABLE .JIVIIIVH,
FIDIRATION

kV4/1

OF 411111A1111
PHILADELPHIA
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82 years of Successful Jewish Summer Camping!

It Doesn't Get Any Better Than This

fun • challenge • independence
responsibility • growth • joy
An enriched Jewish sleepaway experience.

This summer give your child the best. A sleepaway camp that nurtures
individual success, encourages friendships and expands horizons.
Supervised by caring, mature professionals. KOSHER

• Camp Nah-Jee-Wah - for campers entering grades 1-6.

• Cedar Lake Camp - for campers entering grades 7-9.

•Teen Camp - for campers entering grades 10-11.

• Camp Mountain Top - all the excitement of traditional
sleepaway camp in a shorter time frame.

It's all at the New Jersey Y Camps in Milford, PA
TRANSPORTATION PROVIDED FROM DELAWARE

The New Jersey YMHA-YWHA Camps
21 Plymouth Street, Fairfield, N.J. 07004

(973) 575-3333

[01 ACCcR,AEMDPIT E 0,5

Am...km Csipl, .....01.1.c.

Page 9

Golden Castle
Diner-Restaurant

2722 CONCORD PIKE, WILMINGTON, DE 19803
TEL: 302-478-7701 • FAX: 302-478-7710
COME AND SEE ALL THE NEW SPECIALS.

TRY ALL NEW
DINNER FOR 2 ONLY $15.99

(35 items to choose from)
7 days 3:00 PM till 10 PM no holidays

NEW VALUE-PRICED DINNER SPECIALS
EVERYDAY $7.99

NEW VALUE-PRICED LUNCH SPECIALS
MONDAY-FRIDAY

(30 SPECIALS UNDER $5.00 DOLLARS)
All new group menu for parties of 10 or more:

(complete group dinners $9.99 and
complete group lunch $5.99)

F1EE INLIVOIY-118 UNPINS 111 INICSINTS IN BLUM SUM.r — — — — — — —

30% OFF
I LUNCH OR DINNER •11 am-10 pm • 1 days I
i With this coupon. No Holidays, excludes all beverages mini meals, dinner for 2, group I

menu, party trays, and early bird specials Minimum $10.00 food purchase.
One coupon per table. Not to be combined F‘pire, 2/7/03

En IME

SAVE THE DATE!
FREE CAMP CARNIVAL

Sunday, March 30th, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
North Wilmington Location

It's magical! That's the only way to describe what happens summer after summer at Camp
JCC. It's one of those miraculous things where the sum is greater than the parts. The parts
are pretty great too — swimming, singing silly songs, climbing the wall, playing soccer,
creating art projects, hiking in the woods and so much more. It's why we come back year
after year! It's why you should join us this summer! Come and experience the magic!

Camp JCC offers an outstanding variety of programs and facilities from early childhood to
traditional camps from sports and specialty camps to teen travel and more!

BUS TRANSPORTATION INCLUDED!

Camp JCC ... It's more than you'd expect!
Please call us today to receive a detailed camp brochure!

Icc

delaware

North Wilmington 0 101 Garden of Eden Road 0 Phone (302) 478-5660
Greater Newark 0 318 South College Avenue 0 Phone (302) 368-9173
Check us out @ wwwiccdelaware.org

It's
Magical!
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B'nai B'rith Perlman Camp
1-800-270-7375

Camp Airy Louise
410-466-9010

Camp ArthuReeta
215-658-1225

Camp Connection
1-800-775-6508

Camp Galil
215-885-9100

Camp JCC
302-478-5660

Camp Tall Timbers
1-800-862-2678

Habonim Dror Camp Moshava
1-800-454-2205
301-593-7533

New Jersey Y Camps
973-575-3333

Student Tour and Camp Consultants
800-609-2267
610-446-2267

Tatnall Summer Camp
302-892-4347

U.S.A. Tennis
656-1182

Let's talk ... SleePaway Camp 2003r.
can for FREE
personal Guidance 

member

Brochures • Video

Donna & Ed Okin
CALL TODAY

1 I
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Camp ArthuReeta
Combining Tradition & Sports

in a Family Environment
Located in Schwenksville, PA

iJust 45 minutes from Philadelphia)

Boys & Girls Ages 7-16
Newly Renovated

State-of-the-Art • Sports Complex
Directors. Michael Sham, Kevin Ochs, Lew Horvitz
Winter Office: 215-658-1225 • Summer Office 610-287-6299
www. ca m p a rth u reeta . corn No longer affiliated with JCC

Kosher Kitchen and
Friday Shabbat

Program

Mature, Caring,

P
" "al Es erienoect Staff

EVERYTHING
YOU WANT IN

SUMMER CAMP.
KOSHER STYLE DINING

Resident Co-Ed Summer Camp for Ages 7-16 in the Blue Ridge Mountains of West Virginia. Accredited by the
American Camping Association. 1-800-862-2678 • CAMPTALLTIMBERS.COM

SHABBAT SERVICE (AND S'IllORES.)

Golda sent
r son here.

Golda Simon sent
her son Ted to
Galil for eight
years. Says Ted,
"My camp friends
are friends I will
have for life,
we're that close."

Where Jewish culture and fun meet.

1177-11110111==e1

GALIL
HASONIM DROR

55 Years of Kibbutz Values • Sports • Hiking

Hebrew • Shabbat • Fun
Call Hank at 215.885.9100 • campgalil@aol.com

vout
•

OaptiTitipG cov Eannection iG.iisTiee
DpaMwEayCTC:

• Specialty & Sport Camps
• Teen Tours
* Pre-College Programs
• Adventure
• Bike Trips
• Community Service Programs



Perlman offers your child a fun and

exciting summer all in a safe, nurturing

environment. Give your kids a

summer they'll always remember

Give them a summer at Perlman.
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HABONIM DROR

CAMP MOSHAVA
An Adventure in Jewish Camping

Kibbutz Atmosphere • Kosher Kitchen •

Judaic/Israeli Culture • Creative Shabbat Observance

Ir.t1 ACCREDITED
CAMP

American Camping Association!,

For more information, call
301-593-7533 or 800-454-2205

http://www.camphabonimdrormoshava.org

AtA.

A

Ici 

UM .er
u.N .
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...at B'nai B'rith Perlman Camp

The Perlman Experience Offers:
• A chance to meet Jewish campers
from all parts of the U.S.
• A highly-trained and caring staff
from around the world
• A well-equipped and fully-staffed

health center and Kosher kitchen
• Sports, arts, outdoor activities
and much more...

For a brochure, application an
video, call toll-free

1-800-270-7375
bbyobbpcOaol.com

www.perlmancamp.org

Bhai Bkith
Itriman Cam

Starlight, Pennsylvan

Located in the beautiful, pollen-free

Matching Delaware Kids and Camps for 30 Years

Apsit& CAIIP
WSW-TANTS

JUDY MACNOW
Helping

You find the
Perfect Fit

for Summer!

Call for brochures, videos and

expert personal advice

610-446-2261 • 800-609-2261
NO FEE • NO OBLIGATION

Overnight & Specialty Camps • Academics
Wilderness • Sports • Community Service
Teen Tours • Arts • Language Immersion

Page 11

Start 
thinking 

surnr any
ner! Wa

it

lists are 
forrning and
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sessions at 
Louise,  Airy

is 
filling fa 

ost, to. 
Get 

those

cations in 
today!

app" 

aro
an SCHOOL

Fun. Action. Adventure.

Your best summer.. .ever.

The Comp krry & tamp Leine foundation, Inc.
f•erving Jewish Youth Fi Over 7 Year,

Both camps are located in the beautiful
Catoctin mountains of Westem Maryland

www.airylouise.org 410.466.9010

For a full brochure and more information, contact the

OFFICE OF SUMMER PROGRAMS

THE TATNALL SCHOOL

1501 BARLEY MILL ROAD • WILMINGTON, DE 19807

(302) 892-4347
On the Web at www.tatnall.org/summer

SUMMER FUN?

WE'VE GOT IT!

AGES 3-15

• DAY CAMPS

III SPORTS

MI SWIMMING POOLS

III FIELD TRIPS

NI MUSIC

MI TENNIS

MI TEEN CHALLENGE

IN HORSEBACK RIDING

• POTTERY

• SCUBA

IN TV AND FILM

• STAINED GLASS

• THEATER

• LANGUAGES

IN FENCING

MI EXTENDED DAY

• STUDY SKILLS

SUMMER CAMP OPEN HOUSE: APRIL 6, 2 - 4 P.M.
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BUSINESSES & PROFESSIONALS
11- PHILIP BERGER

Expert Service Since 1969

Weichert,
Realtors

"No one Works Harder
to Give You

Great Service"
3302 Concord Pike, Wilmington, DE 19803

Off: 302-478-3800 Res: 302-764-8384

421-2900
824 Market St. Mall
2013 Penna. Ave.

mohel

joel h. shoulson
I just performed
"adam's" bris

I also performed
his father's

my father served his
grandfather and

great grandfather.
let our proven tradition be yours!

1-800-700-JOEL (5635)
print & video information available

Mohel
Traditional rite of circumcision

entrusted to the hands
of a pediatric surgeon

1-888-BR1S-DOC

LAURENCE A. SOMERS, M.D.

eppleiree
Telephone Systems Sales & Service
Local & Long Distance Service
Dedicated Internet Access
Web Hosting

Seamless integration of voice and data communication
to accelerate business growth.

Technology Services

Call Rosi Crosby for a FREE consultation!
302-622-3918

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES
A PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING CORPORATION

• All building types, retaining walls and shoring design
• Pre-settlement inspection reports for realtors

• Registered in DE, PA, MD and NJ
• Providing solutions for all of your structural needs

Phone: 302.571.1330 Email: SEAssociates@comcast.net

Available evenings and weekends

Barbara Levy
Certified Residential Specialist
Acenxlited Buyer Representative

Certified International Property Specialist

Licensed Broker in DE, PA, Nip

"A satisfied client is
my #1 priority"

Diiect Line: (302) 529-2626
Home: (302) 475-6786

blevy@psre.com
http://BarbantLevy.Realtorcom

0

Dtterson
hwartz

Office: (302) 475-08(X)

pp,
NewCastleanners
Markel
Come out for a day of family
fun and shopping bargains

DON'T MISS
DELAWARE'S

BIGGEST & BEST
FARMERS MARKET
& FLEA MARKET

Voted Best of Delaware
FRI. & SAT. 10 A.M.-10 P.M.
SUNDAY 10 A.M.-6 P.M.

Rt. 13 (across from Wilmington Airport)
New Castle, DE 328-4101

NEXT ISSUE:
FEBRUARY 7

WEDDINGS

SIMMS
SOO

DEADLINE
JANUARY

30

Exceptional Personal ,Service

Wilmington Savings Fund Society, FSB

Diane Berger
Residential Mortgage Loan Officer

838 Market Street • Wilmington, Delaware 19801 • (302) 571-6843
(800) 356-8945 • Fax (302) 573-3279 • Pager (302) 984-5544

Home (302) 764-8384 • www.wsfsbank.com

REPAIRS
ON

PREMISES

CUSTOM
DESIGNS

APPRAISALS

DIAMONDS + GEMSTONES + JEWELRY • WATCHES
TORCELLATO COLLECTION BY ALISA - 18K AND STERLING
NOMINATION • THE ORIGINAL - 18K AND STAINLESS

Bob & Debbie Berman
302-654-7751
1330 Washington Street
Wilmington, DE 19801

Gll & Mardian Berman
302-478-3098

2505 Concord Pike
Wilmington, DE 19803

Income Tax and Accounting Services
...Personal, Business and Corporate

• Multi-State Individual Tax Returns
• Retirement Planning
• IRS and Delaware Tax Problems
and Representation

JOEL E. PANITZ, CPA
2405 Newton Road
Wilmington, DE 19810 (302) 478-4726

lielleffroN
Auto a Work Belated Intones

KEIMANChiropractic Center
• Same Day Appointments mailable
• Participating Provider-Most Insurances
• Family PracticerMeclicare
• Day and Evening Hours
• Emergency Appointments

www.kelmanchiropractic.com
PRICES CORNER VICINITY

3722 Old Capitol Trail 9984060
The Ztitz
Group

INSURANCE

Since 1940

Personal, Business and Professional Insurance
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MATTER OF OPINION

By Cantor G. Michael
Horwitz

My full understanding of why I
love Israel did not occur until
1988 when I first went to Israel
and spent my junior year of col-
lege studying at Hebrew
University through the Indiana
University overseas study pro-
gram. I journeyed home to. Israel
for the third time in November
2002, as a participant on a soli-
darity mission with the Cantors
Assembly and the American
Conference of Cantors.
We arrived early on a Monday

morning and drove into Jerusalem
to the Haas promenade overlook-
ing the old city for a moving cere-
mony. We had songs, readings,
prayers, and refreshments. The
view was among many spectacular
sights of Jerusalem. From there,
we drove to the nearby hotel for
check-in. I then immediately
walked with two colleagues to Ben
Yehuda Street, the outdoor pedes-
trian mall, to get felafel for lunch.
It was about a 10 minute walk and
I noticed how normal everything
looked. People sitting at bus
stops, taxis zipping by, shops
open. But it was quiet and there
were no tourists in sight.

Although the Ben Yehuda
Market was perhaps quieter than
usual for a late Monday morning,
people were shopping, eating,
and going about their daily rou-
tines. I was not afraid to be in
Israel. I had no hesitation walking
alone or with others. I am proud
to be a Jew and Israel needed me
more than ever as the country suf-
fers from such a lack of tourism
and support from Jews worldwide.
There were a few soldiers here
and there as well as a few armed
guards. Truthfully they were not all
that noticeable and many places
had no security personnel whatso-
ever. The Israelis were very happy
to see us. It was the first of many
thank you's we received for com-
ing and showing our support.
We finished our felafel and

walked back to the hotel to get on
our tour buses headed for Mount
Hertzl, the memorial cemetery for
soldiers who died while in active
service. We visited graves includ-
ing that of Benjamin Netanyahu's
brother. We had a memorial serv-
ice for those victims and spent a
few moments to place a rose in
front of memorial plaques. It was
profoundly moving to read
prayers and sang together.

From Har Herzl, we had meet-
ings at Hebrew Union College and
The United Synagogue of
Conservative Judaism. At the
Conservative Center, we met with
some students including first year
cantorial students spending the
year in Israel. We davened minha
with them after touring the new
facility. We visited the new
Conservative Yeshiva in Jerusalem
and met with a nice group of
Americans who were taking a year
off from college to study text and
be in Israel.

I had difficulty sleeping, so at 4
a.m. the next morning I went run-
ning in Jerusalem through Ben
Yehuda street and towards Meah
Shearim. Believe me, I felt safer
running at 4am in Jerusalem than
I do when I run that early in
Wilmington or in New York's

My journey home to Israel
Central Park. It was peaceful and
quiet at that time of morning. At
6:00am, we boarded our buses
and headed to the Syrian syna-
gogue in Nachalot for Shakharit
services. This was very unique.
Much of the prayers are chanted
out loud and the melodies are slow
and follow what are called
makams. The local members were
very hospitable and were delighted
to have so many wonderful can-
tors from America praying with
them.

After a moving service, we
returned to the hotel for breakfast
and heard a lecture by Ezra
Barnea, Director of the Renanot
Music Institute in Jerusalem. He
shared various Kol Nidrei melodies
from around the world. While the
service filled our souls, the spec-
tacular Israeli breakfast filled our
stomachs for the rest of the day.
We feasted on a bountiful buffet of
fish, vegetables, eggs, breads, sal-
ads and even cereal and juice
before boarding the tour bus for
Ma'ale Adumin, a planned com-
munity of some 30,000 residents
located just outside of Jerusalem.
The highlight of our visit was a
private concert presented to us by
an orchestra of about 20 high
school kids from the music con-
servatory. After the concert, a
number of Cantors presented
about 25 musical instruments to
the conservatory as donations
brought from the states. Cantor
Judy Naimark, the former Beth
Shalom Cantor, brought three
instruments from her community.
It was wonderful to see these
young people involved in music
and so happy.

After lunch, we met with two
Ethiopian Kes'n (Spiritual leaders
of the Ethiopian Jewish communi-
ty) who sang for us and shared
melodies from the Shabbat serv-
ice. The prayers are not sung in
Hebrew but rather in a special
dialect called Gize. The holy men
were dressed in native attire and
talked about their integration into
Israeli society. I told them about
Congregation Beth Shalom and
our connection with the
Abuyadaya Jews of Uganda which
they were pleased to learn more
about. Following services and din-
ner, we did a concert with a full
crowd at the nearby synagogue.

Wednesday morning following
Shakharit, we enjoyed breakfast
with our colleague Cantor Beth
Weiner, who is the spiritual leadcr
of Mevakshei Derekh
Congregation in Jerusalem.
Cantor Weiner also directs the
Ezri Uval Center for Jewish music,
the only center in Israel dedicated
to bringing secular Israelis closer
to religious Judaism through
music.
We then boarded the bus for

K'far Saba, a city not far from Tel
Aviv, which has also had its share
of violence and activity during the
conflict. Our tour guide discussed
the new transportation system of
highways and underground tun
nels designed to ease traffic con-
gestion and shorten commutes.
Enroute to K'far Saba we saw
part of the hundred mile long
fence being built by the Israelis to
help keep protection between the
neighboring Palestinian towns.
Homes on the other side of the

fence are so close to the road, I
could have shouted to the other
side.

In K'far Saba, we met with our
colleague Cantor Yossi Zucker
who talked with us about his com-
munity and congregation. We
then shared in a celebration with
about a dozen disabled teens who
are part of a program called
Operation Mazal Toy. This pro-
gram enables children with special
needs to have a bar or bat mitzvah
ceremony.

Upon leaving Mar Saba, we
headed to Tel Aviv where I chose
to go on a tour of the Tel Aviv
Opera House. The opera house
opened in the mid 90's and was
fantastic. We had a tour behind
the stage and saw the private
dressing rooms and met with the
various staff. After the tour, we
rejoined the entire group and took
the bus to Beit Daniel, a reform
congregation in Tel Aviv. We met
with Israeli writer, Dan Almagor
and Israel Zohar, a top Klezmer
musician.

Thursday morning, we had a
briefing from a representative
from the Israel Government
tourist office. The official
expressed his appreciation for our
presence and had us make a
promise that we would return with
our congregants in the near
future. We boarded our buses at
8:45am and headed for the south-
ern wall at a site established as an
official prayer site by the Israeli
government. This site enabled us
to see history in a special way and

have a fully egalitarian service,
something not possible at the
Kotel. On route, the tour guide
relayed some very sad news. He
informed us that only a few miles
from our location a suicide
bomber struck an Egged bus and
caused casualties. This changed
our entire outlook. We were dev-
astated by this news and made
calls to the United States to report
what had happened and to let our
loved ones at home know we were
safe.

In the Old City, we went to a
designated spot at the Wall and
conducted a beautiful Shakharit
service among the ruins of the
destruction of the temple.
Security was tight during the serv-
ice, which was filmed by a crew
from the Israeli tourist office. Our
services were especially meaning-
ful due to the recent tragedy.

At Sha'arei Tzedek and
Hadassah Hospitals, our group
met with the victims of terrorism.
These two hospitals treated most
of those injured during the morn-
ing bus bombing. At Hadassah
Hospital, we commiserated with
three remarkable young men who
were trying to put their lives back
together after serious injuries. We
spoke with these patients entirely
in Hebrew, chanted prayers, and
gave them cards and greetings
from America. I saw Arab and
Jewish patients walking the halls
of the hospital and smiled and said
hello to them all. Their faces and
their eyes told the story of their
gratefulness to us. It was so hard

Cantor Horwitz (back row, right) with another Cantor and several
members of Israel's Leaders of the Ethiopian Jewish Community.

Delegation from the Cantors Assembly pose near the Wall in
City of Jerusalem.

old

to hold back the tears.
It was my honor to lead minha

services for my colleagues before
departing for a tour of Gilo and
private meetings with residents
who have received sniper fire
from the nearby Arab towns of
Beit Jalah and Bethlehem. We
stood at a high wall being built to
help protect Gilo. I could see how
close the Arab towns are.

Most of the Cantors returned
home late Thursday night. After
saying farewell, I went by myself
to Ben Yehuda Street to get some
coffee at a cafe close to the ones
that have been targeted by suicide
bombers.
On Friday I enjoyed the awe-

some view of Jerusalem from the
vantage point of a nearby park. I
talked with shop owners about my
love for Israel and my feelings
about being an American Jew. I
told them that I had studied at
Hebrew University, that I had met
my wife while participating in this
program.

Early Friday afternoon, hun-
dreds of orthodox Jews checked
into the hotel from various places
in Israel including Jerusalem. They
posted a special sign in the lobby
designating which elevator would
be used as a Shabbat elevator. A
Shabbat elevator stops automati-
cally on each floor and the doors
open and close on their own so
one does not have to touch the
buttons.

I spent my final Shabbat in
Israel at the Jerusalem Great
Synagogue just up the street from
my hotel. During Friday evening
services, about 25 Israeli Soldiers
armed and in uniform entered the
synagogue and sat down across
from me. Although presented
with siddurim by the congregants,
many of the soldiers were recent
emigres who were unfamiliar with
the service. In conversation after
the service, they told me that they
were in training and were visiting
various places throughout the
country to learn more about Israeli
society. One soldier was a Russian
who had only been in Israel for
several months and he could not
speak Hebrew or English very
well.

I returned to the great syna-
gogue on Shabbat morning to
hear Cantor Naftali Herstik and
his choir. It was wonderful and the
sanctuary was full with both men
in the main section and lots of
women upstairs. Later that
evening, I joined a group at the
hotel for services and then spent
some time with some children
from Bnai Brak and Ashkelon
who were spending Shabbat at the
hotel. After Shabbat, I headed to
the airport and flew back to the
states with several colleagues on a
less than half capacity filled El Al
jet.

I had journeyed home once
more to Israel and I cannot wait to
return. Please join me and see for
yourself the beautiful people, the
beautiful country and all of its his-
tory. And Most of all, support our
fellow Jews in Israel. I encourage
you to take a week, join a mission,
and enjoy your homeland - Eretz
Yisael!

Cantor Horwitz brings a joy-
ful noise to congregants of Beth
Shalom in Wilmington.
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ISRAELI PERSPECTIVES

By Connie Kreshtool
Special to the Jewish Voice

The announcement by the
Jewish Federation that it is spon-
soring an Israel mission to celebrate
Arad's 40th anniversary brought
back memories of my first visit to
Arad thirty-one years ago. Bernie
and I with our three sons, Jeff, Dan,
and Rick, were on a family trip to
Israel in 1972 during the boys'
spring break from Tower Hill
School.

The schedule of the trip meant
that the boys' had to have permis-
sion to leave school a few days
before the vacation officially began.
For that reason there were some
teachers who knew that we were
going to Israel. A few days before
we left one of the teachers asked if
I would take a small package to for-

Remembering Arad
mer Tower Hill teachers, the
Campbells who had left Delaware
to live in Israel with their family.
They were in Arad. (Unfortunately
cannot remember the Campbells'
first names.) Of course I said, "yes".
Since we were renting a car and
touring on our own I was certain
that we could get to Arad. Actually
it turned out that "the package"
was a fairly large envelope. ,
We left from Kennedy Airport

on a 747 filled to capacity. We
were questioned and frisked before
entering the plane. "Did anyone
ask you to take a package to
Israel?"

Before I did any thinking I imme-
diately said, "No." Halfway over the
Atlantic I remembered the envelope
from Tower Hill and worried to
death during the rest of the trip
about "the package" that I had

placed in my suitcase, then in the
cargo hold of the plane.

As soon as we arrived in our
hotel and I could unpack I looked at
the envelope and decided that I
would have to open it to allay my
fears. It turned out to be a Tower
Hill Alumni magazine, some notices
of school events, and a note. What
a relief!
We had more than our share of

rain during that March trip and
many days were cold and raw. It
was one such very rainy day that we
decided to make the visit to Arad
traveling first to Hebron. When we
had picked up our car at the rental
office they suggested that when
possible we give a lift to Israeli sol-
diers who often times were looking
for rides on the roads. Also they
commented that they could add a
feeling of security as we traveled

through Arab areas. When leaving
Hebron we did see a young soldier
standing by the side of the road and
we offered him a ride. He spoke a
few words of English but he said he
didn't know Hebrew. Then I took a
second look at the uniform he was
wearing and noticed the sandals on
his feet. It was then that I realized
that we had picked up an Arab. We
took him a mile or so and left him
off at a place where his sheep were
grazing. Later on in the trip we
were much more careful whom we
picked up.

It was pouring when we reached
Arad. It was a development town
then so there was new construction
and mud everywhere. We found the
Campbells living in one of the new
garden apartments with their three
children. The apartment was very
small and it was dark and damp.

The Campbells had squeezed into
the rooms quite a few pieces of
lovely Early American antiques
brought from the states. Needless
to say they looked very out of place
in those surroundings. Mrs.
Campbell was sick in bed with the
flu and that only lent to the
depressed atmosphere. While Mr.
Campbell didn't say so we conclud-
ed that he was working at Dimona
(secret weapons installation). It was
only when we arrived in Arad that I
realized that we had left "the pack-
age" in our hotel room. We ended
up mailing it.

For days after our visit we could
only marvel at the pioneering spirit
of this non-Jewish family willing to
take on the trials and tribulations of
new immigrants in the State of
Israel. I often wonder if they are still
living there.

Gallows Humor in Israel
By Michele Chabin

Jerusalem bus shelters were recent-
ly fitted with an advertisement that is
evoking smiles from harried com-
muters.
The ad shows dozens of teenaged

students, their faces protected by gas
masks, sitting at their desks, tackling
an exam. The heading: "Be Prepared
by the end of January."

While the ad seems to refer to citi-
zens' preparations for war in the event
the U.S. invades Iraq, it's actually
about something much more mun-
dane: the Bagrut, Israel's equivalent of
the SATs, which strike panic in the
hearts of Israeli teens and their par-
ents.

Produced for a company that helps
kids prepare for the dreaded exams,
the ad cleverly links the existential and
"normal" fears facing average Israelis.
It's a piquant reminder that in Israel,
the two somehow manage to co-exist.

Just as journalists have an overflow
of work whenever the news is very
bad, local humorists and satirists, car-
toonists and copyrighters have discov-
ered that the worse the situation gets,
the richer their material.
Thanks to the January 28 national

elections, the ongoing intifada, the
possible war with Iraq and the deep-
ening recession, there is an abun-
dance of bad news and gallows
humor.
"Humor is needed now more than

ever," says Ephraim Sidon, one of the
country's most well-known satirists,
sipping coffee during an interview in a
Jerusalem cafe.

Referring to Israel's most beloved
comedy group from the early days,
Sidon says, "Hagashash Hahiver
worked on the premise that the world
is funny so we need to laugh. I say that
the world is sad so we need to laugh.
Maccabre humor is the only way to
survive what we see in the newspa-
pers and watch on the TV."

Maccabre is the operative word to
describe the work Sidon, who is
famed for his writing for such comedy
classics as "Nikkui Rosh"
(Brainwashed) and "Harzufim," is
preparing for Tel Aviv's Cameri the-
ater.

"It's a satirical cabaret which we've
been calling 'Catastrophe: The
Musical," Sidon says, his light-blue
eyes twinkling mischievously. "It's set
in Jewish Heaven and it's crowded
with people carrying luggage who

arrive non-stop after every bombing.
The old-timers, Ben-Gurion and
Menachem Begin, are there as well
and they see everything they've built
up nearing collapse. When they ask
God — who is female — to intervene,
She says she has no budget for mira-
cles."

Meir Ronnen, a veteran cartoonist
and editor for the Jerusalem Post and
the mass-circulation Hebrew Daily
Yediot Aharanoth, engages in a differ-
ent type of political satire.

Biting though his cartoons are,
Ronnen does not depict terror victims.
"One has to be careful of bad taste.

Families' sensibilities have to be taken
into consideration," says Ronnen.
Which is not to say that Ronnen, 76
and the country's most senior car-
toonist, treads lightly.
"When I started at Yediot I made it

clear that I would feel free to express
my own opinions," he recalls. "The
editor told me, 'You can attack any-
thing except God.' I make fun of Shas
people all the times," Ronnen says of
the Sephardi political party.
These days, politics are providing

Ronnen most of his inspiration.
The day he was interviewed, the

cartoonist was working on a cartoon
about the London-based conference
on Palestinian reform organized by
British Prime Minister Tony Blair.

"I'm trying to draw someone eras-
ing the spots on a leopard, to show
the irreformability of this Palestinian
Authority," he explains. A few days
earlier, Ronnen skewered Sharon for
refusing to allow Palestinian leaders to
attend the above mentioned confer-
ence. Under the heading "Someone
has to be punished," the cartoon
showed Sharon shooting himself in
the foot with Blair looking on.

Another timely Ronnen cartoon
depicts Sharon trying to catch a fish in
the pre-election opinion polls. Instead
of catching the fish, however, the
Israeli leader falls in the water.

Humorists are also finding that
chemical and biological warfare pro-
vide a great deal of fodder. A cartoon
by Geva in Ha'aretz shows two men
in adjacent hospital beds. One of the
men, who is tied to the bed by
restraints, his hair in disarray and his
face monstrous, tells the other guy,
"And I was vaccinated."

Another recent Geva cartoon
shows two homeless men, their cloth-
ing in tatters, sitting on a mattress

begging for money. "It's going to get
crowded here," one says to the other,
referring to the soaring rate of unem-
ployment.
Some of the more outrageous

humor can be found on the back page
of the Jerusalem weekly Kol Hair. In
one ongoing series of cartoons, sui-
cide bombers keep botching up the
lob

During the past few weeks, readers
have been treated to Ahmed the
Impatient Bomber who, in his rush to
learn how to detonate his bomb,
blows himself (but no one else) up; to
the Compulsive Bomber, who insists
that his potential victims line up in
orderly fashion, giving them time to
run away; and the Stuttering Bomber,
whose difficulty in pronouncing "God
is Great" again provides his victims
enough time to escape.

In this past week's Kol Hall; a hus-
band and wife explore "Safe Sex in
the Time of War."

Step 1: Put on your gas mask
Step 2: Put on your protective suit
Step 3: Put on protective gloves
Once the husband is all suited up,

he goes to his wife and says, "I'm
ready honey." "But where's your
condom?" she asks innocently.
"The most popular Israeli humor is

brutal and vulgar," concedes Sidon,
"not tender Jewish humor, not Woody
Allen or Shalom Aleichem. "There's
also sophisticated lsareli humor deal-
ing with the language of the Bible and
the Talmud. It's influenced by Yiddish.
But you don't find it everywhere."

Ironically, some of the wry Jewish
humor Sidon speaks of involves refer-
ences to the Palestinians. A Kol Hair
cartoon in last week's paper shows an
Israeli soldier talking to an Arab
named Ahmed whose relative is a ter-
rorist.

"I have some good news for you
and some bad news," says the
soldier. "The bad news is that we're
destroying your home. The good
news is that you'll have a great place
where you're being exiled."
Ronnen believes that this more

sophisticated, gentler humor gives
Israelis an ache in the heart, not a
stitch in their side. "When people here
laugh it's a bitter laugh. All these
laughs are tinged with real bitterness
and sadness. It's the nature of the
funny, distorted [caricatures' that light-
ens the cartoon somewhat, not the sit-
uation it refers to."

Calev Ben-David, an editor at the
Jerusalem Post and its former TV and
film critic, says that there was a time,
decades ago, when Israeli humor was
much tamer.

"Ethnic humor was accepted, but
there were things people didn't joke
about, like the Holocaust or terror
attacks. You didn't hear jokes about
the real political differences between
people here: arguments about the ter-
ritories and the settlements, religion.
Ben-David dates the turning point

to the end of the Lebanon war, in the
1980s, "when a lot of sacred cows
started to go. There was a lot of disil-
lusionment over the war and then the
intifada started and the young comics
started to take on these subjects."
One such comedienne was Gil

Kopatch, who did weekly parodies of
the Bible via a televised parshat
ha'shavua (Portion of the Week). The
religious parties in the Knesset
demanded that his show be cancelled.

In Ben-David's estimation, "the real
explosion" came in the early- to mid-
1990s, with the introduction of a sec-
ond Israeli channel and cable televi-
sion. Until then Israelis received only
one channel, which was government
owned and subject to censorship.

"Suddenly, people who couldn't
appear on Channel 1 [the official
channel] could appear elsewhere.
These stations developed their own
programs. The Cameri Five did jokes
about the Holocaust. There'd be a guy
asking how to get to a certain place.
He was told 'go down Buchenwald
Blvd to Aushwitz Street."
One of the most controversial

shows, Harsufim, used puppet carica-
tures to get its point across. An
episode showing the assassinated
Yitzhak Rabin looking down from
heaven made waves, and Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarek was so
incensed by his puppet's behavior that
he made a formal complaint to the
Israeli government.

Sidon is clearly tickled by
Harsufim's impact. The show, which
lasted five years, ended production in
2000 due to budget constraints.
"With Harsufim, the leaders knew

that if there was a puppet of them on
the program, they'd arrived," Sidon
says. "They wanted to be included."
The show was so powerful, he

says, that it sometimes boosted — or
destroyed — political careers.
Sidon believes that today's

humorists view Israel very differently
from the way the the country's comic
pioneers did. The people who built
Israel. like Ephraim Kishon," he says
of the legendary satirist, "came as
newcomers and they were so grateful
to the country for giving them a
home. Just as they wouldn't hit a
child, they wouldn't slam the govern-
ment. Bureaucracy yes, but not the
government."
Sidon credits the 1973 Yom

Kippur with emboldening local
satirists.

"Suddenly, we Israelis realized Israel
wasn't the center of the world and that
we weren't the kings of the world. It
opened up a lot of possibilities.

Sidon fondly recalls a skit by "Nikui
Rosh" that satirized then Israeli
President Ephraim Katzir's remark
admitting Israel's nuclear capability.

"In our program Katzir stood before
an audience and explained how to
build an atomic bomb. Where to get
this or that material. To explain to the
store owner that Ephraim the presi-
dent sent you."

Smiling at the memory, Sidon says,
"for those of us who were born here
it's natural to critique the government,
to critique everything. We don't see
any holy cows. We don't kiss the
ground as if it' were holy. We couldn't
do our job if we did. "

Michele Chabin is a freelance
writer, &zed in Israel. This article
originally appeared in New York
Jewish Week.
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REPORT: ARABS THREATEN OLYMPIC GAMES
By Jean Cohen

JTA

Islamic extremist groups report-
edly have threatened to bomb the
2004 Olympic Games in Athens if
security is assigned to a consor-
tium that includes Israeli compa-
nies.

In addition, Arab nations are

threatening to boycott the
Olympics if the SAIC Team gets
the security contract for the
Games, according to the Greek
newspaper Avriani.

According to Avriani, a classi-
fied report from Greece's govern-
ment security service mentions
that the possibility of using a
"Jewish company" for security at

the Games "will blow the
Olympics into the air."

The so-called "Jewish compa-
ny" — the SAIC Team — actually
is a U.S. consortium that includes
two Israeli companies and several
Greek companies.

The report says that some
SAIC Team employees come from
the Israeli secret services.

The report also notes the possi-
bility of attacks before the Games,
as Muslim groups reportedly have
threatened a bombing blitz if a
Jewish company receives the
Olympic security contract.

Greece also is reportedly con-
cerned that one of the Israeli com-
panies on the team has signed a
cooperation agreement with

Turkey, Greece's longtime rival.
Greece's Ministry of National
Defense noted that national securi-
ty could be compromised if the
Israeli company gains access to
classified information.

For this reason, the Israeli com-
pany's insignia has been dropped
from a recent SAIC Team advertis-
ing campaign.

Israelis again worry about gas masks
By Helen Schary Motro
During the 1991 Persian Gulf

War, when Israelis were encouraged
to carry on with "normal activities"
while keeping their gas masks at
arm's reach. I took a photo of my
toddler in front of the elephant at
the zoo.

From her stroller dangles not
only the bag with her bottle of
apple juice, but two cardboard
boxes: one with her mask, one with
mine.

To help defuse fear, her nursery
school teacher had asked the chil-
dren to fashion masks out of paper
plates. I taped her crayoned cre-
ation to our front door with the
scribbled reminder, "Take your
mask?"

It's a scenario I don't want to
repeat 12 years down the line, now
that my daughter is a young teen.
But it is looking like my daughter
soon may be going off to her swim
team laden not only with rubber
flippers and swim cap, but with a
rubber gas mask as well.

Until now the Israeli public, har-
ried by the daily flow of local tumult,
dealt with the possibility of war with
Iraq as a contingency that hadn't
yet arrived. But suddenly war jitters
have broken out: As if to make up
for lost time, the public is in a flurry
of worry and preparation.

Since the Gulf War, the govern-
ment issues gas masks without
charge to all Israeli residents.

Thirty distribution centers are
open daily around the country for
citizens to exchange their old masks
for new ones.

Normally the centers are staffed
with bored soldiers, standing
around telling jokes and trying to
pass the time.

In times of crisis, however,
everybody seems to wake up, real-
ize they haven't traded in their old
equipment and make a beeline for
the centers.

Suddenly the mask centers are
jammed again. Whereas the 'aver-
age was 4,000 to 5,000 visitors per
day this fall, 50,000 showed up at
the centers on Dec. 24 alone. The
two Israeli factories that manufac-
ture masks are working around the
clock to meet demand.

Masks come in assorted styles
according to age. Infants receive a
sort of insulated layette, young chil-
dren a hood.

Those with respiratory ailments
or heart conditions, as well as
everybody older than 80, are enti-
tled to masks with pumps attached
to facilitate breathing.
Some disabled people are

unable to wear masks. The lucky
ones find themselves in homes or
institutions equipped with expen-
sive air filters that obviate the need
for masks, but an estimated 10,000

disabled persons remain without
any form of civil defense.

And while the needs of the eld-
erly in retirement homes are looked
after, real concern arises for the
aged isolated in their own apart-
ments who may not manage with
masks in time of emergency.

Furthermore, not everyone in
Israel is covered. Only if the gov-
ernment declares a state of emer-
gency will tourists, foreign workers
and foreign students receive masks
— after making a deposit of $40.

Yet the nine American Fulbright
scholars in Israel have been
equipped for months: Grantees in
the program. which is funded by
the American and Israeli govern-
ments, received masks and security
instructions from the American
Embassy in Tel Aviv back in
October.

Other institutions also are taking
the initiative: Tel Aviv University is
in the process of updating the
masks it purchased during the Gulf
War for foreign students and visiting
faculty.

Until the Jan. 5 bombings in Tel
Aviv, which killed six foreign work-
ers and injured dozens more, the

government dealt with illegal labor-
ers mainly by seeking to deport
them.

Since the bombing, however,
the government announced that
illegal status would not prevent
workers from getting gas masks.

Dogs and cats, however, must
find protection via private sources.
Pet lovers can purchase fabric
masks, developed by an Israeli vet-
erinarian, to protect their pets dur-
ing evacuation from contaminated
areas.

"There is no such thing as a rub-
ber gas mask for dogs,- one veteri-
narian said. "No dog would agree to
wear it."

In this matter, at least, the Israeli
public seems to be more trusting
than canines. With a faith unchar-
acteristic of the national ethos, it
seems to have a reliance born of
necessity upon the equipment doled
out by the government.

Then, on Dec. 31, the Ha'aretz
newspaper reported that the gov-
ernment might be knowingly dis-
tributing gas masks with outdated
technology, a headline that didn't
warm the hearts of citizens who
had just spent hours on line at dis

tribution centers.
Yet if the majority chooses to put

its faith in what the authorities say,
others — skeptics or fatalists, opti-
mists or pessimists — aren't bother-
ing to update their equipment.

"Are you ready?" asked a fax
that jumped out of university com-
puters last week. "A mask protects
the respiratory tract alone. What
about the rest of your body?"

It originated from a company
selling a full-cover body suit to pro-
tect from gas and chemicals, includ-
ing gloves and shoe coverings to
repel contamination.

Hardware stores have placed big
placards outside their shops
announcing that they stock body
suits, starting at $100.

The ads seemed like the
attempts of a few entrepreneurs to
capitalize on a contagious hysteria.
But then, on Dec. 31, the authori-
ties announced that every house-
hold should stock 12 liters of bot-
tled water per person.

As they drove home from super-
markets with their cars sloshing
water, people wondered what edict
might come down next. Someone,
they figured, must know something

they don't.
To prevent a replay of the Gulf

War, when some bewildered
Ethiopians remained stifled in
masks hours after the all-clear had
sounded, volunteer Ethiopian stu-
dents are holding orientation ses-
sions in Amharic for
Ethiopian immigrants.

And soldiers are visiting 3,000
schools nationwide to instruct
pupils about emergency proce-
dures, including how to properly
put on masks.

"Can gas reach up to the sev-
enth floor?" one little girl asked
worriedly.

Another told her mother, "The
best thing about the demonstration
was that we got to miss class." In
this situation, sometimes it's
refreshing to see children just acting
childish.

For in the back of every
grownup's mind is the fear that he
or she may soon be taping an
unwanted reminder on his door:
"Take your mask?"

Helen Schary Motro, an
American attorney and writer liv-
ing in Israel, teaches at the Tel
Aviv University Law School.

Libya to head human rights group
By Rachel Pomerance

JTA
Israel and Jewish groups are

outraged that Libya has been cho-
sen to chair the U.N. Human
Rights Commission — though they
say the group's treatment of the
Jewish state can't get much worse
than it already•is.

The commission "can't do any-
thing but run a smear campaign
against Israel, which is what they
already do," said Ariel Milo,
spokesman of the Israeli Mission to
the United Nations. "And the fact
that Libya of all countries becomes
the chairman of the committee is
proof of the irrelevance of that
committee."

The U.N. Human Rights
Commission is a subsidiary body of
the U.N. General Assembly that
addresses human rights issues.
including matters of political,
social, economic and humanitarian
concern.

Unlike the U.N. Security
Council, its resolutions are not
legally binding.

U.N. Secretary General Kofi
Annan's recent appointment of
Sergio Vieira de Mello as high
commissioner, replacing Mary
Robinson — whom Jewish groups
considered overtly pro-Palestinian
— may offset the effects of Libya's
chairmanship.

De Mello, who took office in

September 2002, -seems to be
more in sync with the West in
terms of the war on terrorism, and
that is a net plus for Israel," one
American Jewish official said.

As commissioner, de Mello is
the top U.N. official dealing with
human rights, with an office to
investigate and monitor human
rights around the world. He works
with the UNHRC, but is not in
charge of it.

That will be the job of the
Libyan delegate, who as chairman
will organize the agenda of the
UNFIRC's six-week session, which
deals with specific human rights
questions and issues resolutions on
them. This year's session will run
from March 17 through April 25.

Messages seeking comment
from Libya's U.N. mission in New
York were not returned.

The ascendancy of Libya —
under U.N. sanctions for its role in
the hijacking and explosion of Pan
Am flight 103, and blasted by
human rights groups for torturing
prisoners and reportedly engaging
in slave trading — is a major upset
to many Jewish groups that moni-
tor the United Nations.

"The election of a repressive,
terrorist-supporting dictatorship to
lead the world's foremost human
rights body brings the moral decay
of the United Nations into sharp
relief and makes an utter mockery

of the values it is supposed to
uphold," said Avi Beker, secretary-
general of the World Jewish
Congress.

The WJC and other Jewish
groups praised the United States
for calling for a vote to reject the
nomination.

Still, the Libyan ambassador to
the United Nations in Geneva.
Najat al-Hajjaji, won 33 votes
Monday in a secret ballot of the
53-country commission. Seven-
teen countries abstained, and
three, including the United States
and Canada, voted against the
nomination.

Each year, chair of the commis-
sion rotates among the five region-
al groupings, which nominate a
representative country. The
African group recommended Libya

for the post.
For the next year, Libya will be

able "to influence the agenda of
the commission," said Andrew
Srulevitch, director of U.N. Watch.
For example, the length of time
devoted to an agenda item lam-
basting Israel largely will depend on
Libya, he said.

Srulevitch said the appointment
could go in either of two ways: The
Arab countries might "restrain
themselves on the Arab issue" for
public relations gain, or they could
"pillory" Israel and the West to fur-
ther their foreign policies.

"I don't think anyone knows,
because it really is going to depend
on what side of the bed Gadhafi
wakes up on,- Srulevitch said,
referring to Libyan leader
Muammar Gadhafi.
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JEWISH irsAR CULTURE
New children's book is inspiring

By Elana Romirowsky

A Review of:
LET THERE BE LIGHT
By Jane Breskin Zalben
Published in 2002 by Dutton
Children's Books
A Division of Penguin/Putnam
Books for Young Readers

Let There be Light a children's
book by Jane Breskin Zalben is a
multi-cultural book that expresses
the idea that each creature is creat-
ed by G-d and therefore has
Godliness within. By incorporating
stories and lessons by different cul-
tures and religions, Zalben empha-
sizes that all people strive to make
the world a better place by per-
forming Tikun Olam- "fixing the
world." It is one of the many books
that line the shelves of the library
of Albert Einstein Academy-my
alma mater.

The Jewish Mitzvah of Tikun
Olam sensitizes us to the fact that
we are only on Earth for a short
time, and while we are here we
should be striving to make the
world a better place. Our bodies
are temporary shells, which serve

as vehicles to perform Tikun Olam.
In her book, Zalben quotes the first
bracha, the gift of creation, before
reciting the Shema, which states,
"The heavens are the heavens of
the Lord. They are already heaven-
ly in character, but the Earth, He
has given to mortals so that we
might make of it something heav-
enly." One might ask how we can
teach children to perform, such a
mitzvah, as well as to do good
things and to grow up to be kind,
caring and considerate human
beings. We need to model these
behaviors both at home and in
school.

Every morning at Albert
Einstein Academy, students start
the day with prayer and contem-
plation. During the prayer service,
the Birchot Hashachar is recited. In
doing so, we are not merely differ-
entiating between night and day;
when the night is gone and a new
day has begun, individuals have the
unique opportunities to greet a
brand new day- to start over again,
and have the chance to be good
people and to perform acts of lov-
ing kindness. In Let There be

Light, the author shows this con-
cept is illustrated in other cultures
as well. An excerpt from an
Eastern Eskimo prayer shows
Jewish children that they have
bonds and connections with many
other cultures, for they also share
similar values and customs. "I arise
with movements, swift as a raven's
wing. I arise to meet the new day.
My back is turned from the dark of
night to gaze at the new dawn
whitening the sky."

The Buddha says, "Think of all
the fleeting world; a star at dawn, a
bubble in a stream, a flash of light-
ening in a summer cloud, a flicker-
ing lamp, a phantom and a
dream." So many things in our
lives are short-lived and fleeting. A
person can die at any moment and
things we take for granted could be
taken from us in a flash. The
premise of Jewish Day school edu-
cation is to teach children to live
their lives to the fullest and to make
the world the best place it can be.
We should not take for granted the
trees around us, our families, and
the world at large.

One example of this concept is

a project in which the 5th graders
participate. Each child is buddied
with a resident at the Kutz Home,
our own Jewish nursing home.
Every few weeks, the children
spend time with their buddies one
on one. In spending time with
them, the children get a chance to
learn about their lives and listen to
the things that would excite them.
Just by being there, children are
taking part in making the world a
better place. This book rein-
forces the necessity to thank G-d
for things that are often taken for
granted- the ability to wake up
each morning, to open our eyes.
An excerpt from the Koran says,
"Oh my Lord, inspire me that 1
may be thankful for your blessings
wherewith you have blessed me
and my father and mother, and that
I may do good works that please
you. (Koran 46:15)" This quote is
another example of how the author
uses excerpts from many cultures
to tie all types of people together
by the common beliefs that they
share.

Elly Alexander, the librarian at
Albert Einstein Academy, reads

this book to the students to teach
them the values of other cultures.
We aim to instill our children with
pride and knowledge about being
Jewish and we want to appreciate
the vastness of the world and the
beautiful cultures in it.

Our entire lives are not neces-
sarily dedicated to repairing the
world, but as human beings we are
also given the ability to live life to
the fullest. In addition to perform-
ing Tikun Olam. we should try to
bring joy into the world. The stu-
dents at Einstein do this as part of
their life at school. Going to shows,
the ballet, and Israeli dancing is a
way for people to experience other
cultures and to experience the
beauty and joy of life. Zalben elab-
orates on this idea by bringing in
an anonymous quote. It states,
"Dance as though no one is watch-
ing you. Love as though you have
never been hurt before. Sing as
though no one can hear you. Live
as though heaven is on Earth."

Elana Romirowsky, an alum-
nus of Albert Einstein Academy,
is a journalism major at the
University of Maryland.

Bias -A Compelling Winter Read
Reviewed by

Dr. Martin Roffman
If you seek an interesting diver-

sion from the cold of winter, I urge
you to pick up a copy of Bernard
Goldberg's new book, Bias.
Actually, the book found me at the
library; it jumped off the shelf,
demanded to be read, and didn't
disappoint. This relatively short
book (214 pages, published by
Regenery Publishing, Inc.,
Washington, DC, 2002) outlines
how the major TV networks
approach, massage, and execute
their news reporting chores. From
Goldberg's perspective, that
approach is a strictly biased affair.

In 1996, Goldberg wrote a let-
ter to the editor of the Wall Street
Journal that brought him squarely
into conflict with the management
of his employer, CBS News. While
Goldberg was not immediately
fired for expressing his views, he
was systematically ostracized from
CBS and eventually settled with
them by departing from the organ-
ization to continue with independ-
ent reporting assignments. During
the course of describing what hap-

pened both before and after the
1996 incident, Goldberg elabo-
rates on how each of the major
news media (commercial networks
and cable sources) slant news pre-
sentations with a very liberal bias.
He presents cases of specific bias
that expose
*How news organizations select

interviewees (who to interview and
who to reject),

*What questions to ask (bal-
anced reporting or targeted ques-
tions that causes interviewees to
feel stress).

*Framing the presentation from
the reporter's perspective (strongly
biased in Goldberg's opinion)
instead of unbiased.

Essentially, he charges that
much of what passes as news cov-
erage is more a statement of edi-
torial position rather than 100%
balanced and unbiased reporting
of facts. While his discussion of
historical events connected with
the departure from CBS is well
documented, the reader is likely to
find his focused discussions on
how the networks treat specific
topics to be a much more interest-

ing read.
Regarding presentation of

women's issues, Goldberg feels
that there is an intentional slant
toward interviewing liberal
women's organizations for their
opinions on significant issues
rather than conservative ones. In
fact, he feels that there is no
attempt to balance opposing views
by covering liberal and conserva-
tive groups dealing with any major
national issue. He suggests rea-
sons why this might be so in sev-
eral chapters of the book and con-
cludes that reporters and their
bosses are so overwhelmingly lib-
eral that they sincerely believe
their views represent the norm
while conservative viewpoints rep-
resent a distancing from the norm.
It's up to the reader to determine
whether Goldberg lets his conser-
vative biases affect his reporting in
this book.

Regarding coverage of the
Palestinian intifada, Goldberg
indicts the news media for siding
with the Palestinian cause due to
Palestinians being .perceived as
David struggling to overcome

Goliath, the stronger Israel.
Practical results of this bias in per-
ception are excessive numbers of
photographs of Palestinian chil-
dren throwing stones against
Israeli soldiers in full battle dress,
with little or no attempt to present
reasons for those soldiers trying to
defend against suicide murderers.
An average reader of Bias might
be able to infer that deliberate use
of "suicide murderers" instead of
"martyrs" reflects my bias against
the bombers. I convey revulsion
against bombing of innocent civil-
ians on the streets and in stores of
Israel, and choose vocabulary to
reflect that bias. The news journal-
ists choose their own vocabulary in
a similar manner.

Goldberg stresses a uniformity
of bias displayed by all the major
networks and worries that the
degree of bias does not agree with
what most Americans think or
believe. In his opinion, the only
network that presents a reasonably
neutral position on the news is Fox
News. He points to Fox's The
O'Reilly Factor as one of the most
neutral and balanced reporting

programs available to American
viewers. On the other hand, he
claims that the Brokaws, Rathers,
and Jennings of the world are sail-
ing on a sinking ship because they
can't separate their own liberal
biases from news reporting.
Goldberg doesn't side with Rush
Limbaugh or seek praise from the
Right for his interpretation of news
media bias even though there are
agreements between both on
many of the stands he discusses.

After reading this book, it
becomes very easy to detect one-
sided reporting when it is
observed. I not only recommend
but strongly urge a reading of Bias
in order to allow readers to absorb
the lessons presented there.
Knowing what bias looks like is the
first step to combating it and
demanding more balanced cover-
age from commercial sponsors
who make it possible to view the
"news" on you favorite channel.

Martin M. Roffman commutes
to Wilmington each day from
Montgomery County, PA home
where he is an active member of
the Jewish community.

By Marvin S. Cytron
I don't know if that word or

"Basic Training", are still part of the
military lexicon, but for me it has a
different meaning. 'Boot Carnp" by
Henry Berkowitz, published by the
Jewish Publication Society during
Word War ll embarked me on a life-
long passion of books and reading
and at the same time pride in my
heritage.
My hometown of St. Louis in the

40's had a population of 50,000
Jews living on the West Side of the
city. My parents, my father an
immigrant from the Czar's Pale and
my Mother !baying Turkish con-
trolled Jerusalem early in the centu-

'Boot Camp'
ry, established our home on the
North side of the city, above my
father's dry goods store. Known as
"Butcher Town", this was the indus-
trial side of the city, an area with
factories, slaughter houses, defense
plants as well as Sportsman's Park,
home of baseball's St. Louis
Cardinals and the hapless St. Louis
Browns, who later became the
Baltimore Orioles. The neighbor-
hood was a diversity of Irish,
German, Italian, Polish, and African
Americans, hardly a Jew in the
area. As the only Jew in the public
school, I may not have known the
word "anti-Semitism", but I knew
the meaning. "Are you a Jew?'

often meant a few kicks (or worse),
someone stealing my hat, especially
my beloved leather aviator cap,
often recovered for me by Miss
Sullivan, the eighth grade teacher.
Not surprising, since St. Louis pos-
sessed a unique and ubiquitous
strain of virulent racism as well as
anti-Semitism. Remember the Bund
of that era?

To instill a bit of "Yiddishkeit"
my parents would send me to Baba
and Zada, my grandparents, for the
weekend. My maternal grandfather,
Noah W. Satz, was publisher and
editor of "The Jewish Record", a
small weekly Yiddish/ English news-
paper. Friday night dinner, syna-

gogue the next morning and after-
noon with newly found Jewish
friends, was the highlight of my
week. One particularly cold, rainy
afternoon I complained I was
"bored" as my grandfather read and
listened to the Metropolitan Opera.
"Read a book" Zada said and point-
ed to a glass encased bookcase.
Much to my dismay, the books were
all Yiddish. "next week I will bring
you a book in English" was his
response. And indeed, next
Shabbat, at the table was "Boot
Camp". The story of Robert "Buck"
Levy, enlisting in the Navy, as he
along with a few Jewish friends
encounter boot camp, including

anti-Semitism. Buck overcomes
obstacles along the way and in the
end is a hero to his shipmates as he
not only wins the boxing champi-
onship, but also respect as a Jew.
For me Buck was a hero, I realized
one can overcome obstacles, and
can be proud to be Jewish. From
my beloved grandfather, a love of
books, reading and learning.

Over the past 60 years, as I
update and clean out my library,
"Boot Camp.' remains prominently
on the shelf. Perhaps it's time to
pass it on to my grandsons!

Marvin Cytron resides in
Wilmington. This piece originally
appeared in The Forward.
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In Memoriam
WASSERMAN

Minna N. Wasserman, 85,
died January 22nd. A member of
Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth and its
Sisterhood, Mrs. Wasserman was
also active in activities of Deborah
Hospital and the Academy of

Life-Long Learning. She volun-
teered as an usher at the Grand
Opera House and the Delaware
Theater and enjoyed participating
in the early time bowling league at
Holiday Lanes. She is survived by
several cousins.

Graveside services were held on
January 23rd at the Jewish
Community Cemetery on Foulk
Road. Contributions in her mem-
ory would be appreciate to either
the Kutz Home or to Adas
Kodesch Shel Emeth.

Email your lifecycle event to lynn.edelman@shalomdel.org or fax to 302-427-2438

NACHAS NOOK
A New Daughter Of Israel Is Born

Katie and Joshua Goldlust of Salem,
Massachusetts announce the birth of their daugh-
ter, Tessa Rose on October 12. Among those
celebrating her arrival are her proud grandpar-
ents Sheila and Perry Goldlust and her great-
grandmother Rose Gainen of Ft. Lauderdale,
Florida.

Rejecting martyrdom continued from page 1
were named after him. I was
shocked to know that almost 90%
of streets in the Middle East are
named after martyrs. As I walked in
my neighborhood I found street
after street with men's names who
gave their lives to martyrdom! What
a disaster to many families and chil-
dren, but we were taught only to be
proud and retaliate! I dreamed my
father would probably come back
home from heaven since we needed
him more than heaven.

During the funeral I saw men
crying like children after his death
since he was deeply loved by others
too. My mother, after the funeral,

was left in a severe depression from
which she never truly recovered and
my childhood, together with my sib-
lings, was further ruined. We
received a generous pension from
the government, so my mother was
able to send us to the best private
schools. I was very lucky to go to a
Catholic school run by Irish nuns.
After a short time, the people who
had congratulated us were nowhere
to be found, and my mother had
very little emotional help. Being in
the Middle East in the late 50's, it
was very difficult for a woman to live
without a husband. There is practi-
cally no social structure of support

ALAN GOLD BOB GOLD
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for widows. It is a very clan-like soci-
ety. Your strength and social status
comes only from your family and
especially your male relatives.

Despite the crowded cities of the
Middle East and close proximity of
living conditions, the people seem
friendly but are isolated from one
another and believe in envy. There
is strict ritual of behavior, but not
genuine social cohesion. The culture
is dominated by the idea that "I will
be cursed by people who will envy
me" to the point of paranoia.
People have to keep their distance,
sometimes even from their own
family members, in defense from
the Evil Eye. They always point out
that "envy" was mentioned in the
Koran. They never discussed envy
as a sin that hurts the person who is
envious, but as a curse that one has
to be on guard against. They learn
to keep all good news secret and
wear blue beads to stop the Evil Eye.

All the good Moslems who were
very proud of my dad stopped visit-
ing after a few weeks. Maybe some
women did not want us to envy
them having husbands and fathers.
The relationships among Moslem
women were extremely competitive
since, according to the Islamic law,
husbands can have up to four wives,
therefore visiting and being friendly
with widowed women can be very
threatening. Women actually could
shun a beautiful young widow like
my mother.

In the Middle East a woman's
reputation is everything. Neighbors
would watch every step of a woman
leaving her house, what time she
came home and who visited her. I
remember my mother chastising
and grounding me because a boy
came to talk to me when I was wait-
ing for her to pick me up from
school. She said "don't you care
about your reputation, having no
father and a boy talking to you on
the sidewalk?!" I can't blame her
now since she was living in this
tragedy herself. The first day I
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attended my Catholic school, the
nuns told my mother they were
praying for her. The first day was
very peaceful and I felt love among
people for the first time in a long
time. It was a different kind of love,
a peaceful kind of love that wants
nothing in return. Half the class was
Moslem and we attended a class
once a day to learn the Koran. The
"Islam" teacher merely recited vers-
es and spoke of Islamic history.

I constantly felt that the God of
Islam was always angry at us and
there was a constant threat of Hell.
We never discussed love and a large
amount of time was devoted to the
wars of Mohammed and how he
won most of them. He and his fol-
lowers would engage in wars with
other tribes from Mecca and kill and
loot their caravans. They did that for
20 years until Mohamed won and
Mecca surrendered. As a child, the
stories scared me. I am very appre-
ciative that my mother never insist-
ed that we practice Islam and she
had no hatred toward other reli-
gions.

The Middle East culture deprived
me of my father, and left me and my
siblings helpless orphans, with no
emotional support from a cruel
social structure. I grew up with
anger. My trust of people and sense
of security were shattered and I
learned to question anything and
everything, starting with the Arab
hatred of Jews. The Moslems'
hatred of Christians came next after
Jews. I guess there were too many
Arab Christians and perhaps the
idea was, take one at a time; get rid
first of Jews, then Christians.

Thank God a country called the
United States opened its arms to
people from all across the world,
and I was honored to immigrate to
the U.S. over 23 years ago and
become a part of this great nation. I
could not adjust to a Middle East cul-
ture that doesn't value children's life
enough, a culture that orphans its
own children and is so obsessed

with hatred of Jews that it's ready to
sacrifice the morals and health of its
family structure over a few miles of
land and the city of Jerusalem,
which is the holy land of Jews and
Christians. Unfortunately, the cur-
rent Islamic culture is in the process
of committing moral suicide.

The United States set an exam-
ple to the world on how different
races and different religions can
coexist with respect despite their dif-
ferences. I wish Islam would show
some grace and accept the Jewish.
people and the State of Israel. The
Jewish people enrich the Middle
East culture and tie us to the histor-
ical origin of the region. Can you
believe what a tragedy it would be if
all Jews in the Middle East left?

I sometimes daydream of a day
in which the Moslems welcome and
celebrate the Jewish existence in the
Middle East and realize that the
Jewish religion is not a threat to
them and that it is the origin of both
Christianity and Islam. Islam took a
lot from Judaism and Christianity
and perhaps is afraid of being
exposed. Could that be why
Moslems don't want to coexist with
other religions?
A message to all Middle East

women: it is in your hands to
change your society. Stop being
submissive in giving up your hus-
bands and sons to martyrdom. What
a tragedy when you celebrate the
death of your suicide-bomber sons.
Value their lives so they might value
theirs and maybe they will respect
you more.

As a child, many asked me: "Are
you going to avenge the killing of
your father by killing Jews?" My
answer now as an adult is a firm
"no." Instead, I will live to expose
the dark side of the Moslem culture
and Islamic fundamentalists.

Nonie Darwish was born and
raised in the Middle East. She is a
proud naturalized citizen of the
United States where she has lived
for more than 25 years.

Forestry • Water • Community Development • Security

7c_X-
NOR tHe memoRy

of a LoveD oNe.
Plant trees in hrael through
Jewish National Fund,

the most meaningful way to

memorialize those you love.

800-542-8733
www.jnf.org

Contributions are tax-deductible.
VISA, MC, DISC and AMEX accepted.

JNF, for

ISRAEL
JIWIS11 -
NATIONAL WHO forever.

Education • Research • Tourism & Recreation
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NEWS FROM NEWARK JCC
NY THEATRE TRIP: Big Billy

Joel fan? Then join the JCC
Newark bus trip to New York to
see his Broadway musical
"Moving Our. The buses will
role at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday,
April 6th. All seats are located in
the orchestra. JCC members,
$145 and Non-members, $165.
Non-refundable deposit $50. If
you would like to spend the day in
New York and not attend the the-
ater, there is room on the bus for
$35 per person. Call now for
reservations-302-368-9173
HAVE YOUR ANTIQUES

APPRAISED... During the mini
antique roadshow at the JCC
Newark Campus on Sunday,
March 30th. Do you have an
antique or treasure you would like
to learn more about? Then call
and reserve a space. The cost is
only $10 for the first item and
$5.00 for any additional . A
reservation is a must! 302-368-
9173
OPEN HOUSE.. at the JCC

Newark Campus. Join the fun on
Sunday, March 9, 2003 from
10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. Learn and
sign up for the Summer Camp
program and enjoy children's
Purim Crafts, facility tours, carni-
val games, raffles, family pool
activities, a live DJ, food, enter-
tainment, information about
Jewish agencies and membership
specials. Mark this day on this day
on your calendar. Call 302-368-
9173 for more information.

APPLY FOR THE USA
MACCABI TEAMS

Applications for the USA bas-
ketball teams that will represent
the United States at the 10th Pan
American Maccabi Games in
Santiago, Chile next winter are
now being accepted. There will
be three men's teams and a
women's open team (any age).
The men's teams are Juniors
(born in 1987, '88 or '89); Youth

(born in 1984, '85, '86); and
Open (any age).

The Pan Am Maccabi Games
will take place from December
24, 2003 through January 5,
2004 and a training camp will be
held in Boca Raton, Florida
beginning Saturday night,
December 20, 2003.

Please direct questions and
interest to Brian Schiff at 215-
952-5362 during the day, 215-
285-5936 in the evening, or e-
mail him at schiff@comcastsport-
snet.com. To apply online go to
the Maccabi USA/Sports for
Israel website at www.mac-
cabiusa.com or contact their
office at 215-561-6900.

CHESS ANYONE?
The next scheduled meeting of

the Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth
Chess Club is Monday, February
17, 7p.m. at the synagogue on
Washington Blvd. and Torah Way
in Wilmington. Cantor Joel
Kessler is chessmaster of the club
which is open to people of all
ages and all levels of experience.
For additional information, please
call 762-2705.
JFS HELPS THE BEREAVED

Jewish Family Service invites
participation in a bereavement
support group meeting at
Congregation Beth Emeth in the
library on Mondays from 10 a.m.
to 11 a.m. on the following dates:
January 27, February 10,
February 24, March 10, 24, 31
and April 14. Please contact
Karen Townsend at the JFS
Relationship Center, 302-286-
1402 for more information.
SUMMER SCHOLARSHIP

AVAILABLE
The Sylvia and Isadore N.

Silverman Scholarship Fund will
be awarding its 14th annual
Scholarship to a deserving youth
for a Jewish summer experience
in camp or in Israel. Applications
may be picked up at the AKSE
office and should be returned by

March 2, 2003. The Fund was
established in 1989 to honor the
Silvernnan's 55th wedding
anniversary by their four daugh-
ters and many friends.
HESTER STREET TROUPE

TO PERFORM
FEBRUARY 1ST

The Hester Street Troupe, a
Klezmer band from Cranford, NJ,
will be in concert at Congregation
Beth Emeth on Saturday,
February 1, 2003 from 7:30 p.m.
until 9:30 p.m. Tickets are
$18.50 in advance, and $20.00
at the door. Reservations and
ticket information can be
obtained by calling Chuck Marcus
at 302-791-9118.

CONTEST: CREATIVE
EXPRESSIONS OF THE

HOLOCAUST EXPERIENCE
The United States Holocaust

Memorial Museum invites middle
school and high school students
to participate in its 2003 May

Family Art and Writing Contest.
Entry guidelines and require-

ments are listed on the Museum's
website-www.ushmm.org.

All entries must be postmarked
by March 14, 2003.

Winners will receive a cash
award, a gift certificate from the
Museum shop and a certificate of
achievement. Teachers of win-
ners receive a selection of books.
Entry forms are available on-line
or by calling Amalia Snyderman
at 427-2100, ext. 30.
GRANT MONEY AVAILABLE
FOR JEWISH STUDIES
The Anna E. Finger-Ruth F.

Gordon Memorial Trust is accept-
ing requests for cash grants of up
to $1000 for the promotion of
the study of Judaism and Jewish
culture. The Trust will provide
funding for programs relating to
the study of Judaism or Jewish
culture including, but not limited
to, Hebrew language, Bible,

Jewish literature, religious cus-
toms and ceremonies, theology
and Holocaust studies. Financial
need will be considered and spe-
cial consideration will be given to
programs or individuals affiliated
with Congregation Beth Shalom.
Recipients of grants or scholar-
ships will be expected to share
their experience during a sched-
uled community event. The
Trust was established in 1968 by
Louis J. Finger and Abraham J.
Gordon in memory of Mr.
Finger's mother and sister and
Mr. Gordon's wife. Trustees
anticipate making grants totaling
$2500 for the 2003 calendar
year. Please apply before March
31st to Richard A. Levine,
Secretary, Board of Advisers,
Anna E. Finger and Ruth Gordon
Memorial Trust, c/o Young
Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP,
PO Box 391, Wilmington, DE
19899-0391.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Gershwin, By George on stage at the Riverfront
The Best of Broadway Dinner

Theatre at the First USA
Riverfront Arts Center will pres-
ent Gershwin, by George: The
1936 Radio Show from February
8th through March 23rd . This is
an original production written by
Wilmington native Greer

Firestone. Singers in the show
impersonate the Broadway legends
like Ethel Merman, Alan Jolson,
Jimmy Durante and others who
made Gershwin's songs famous.
Tunes include Strike Up the Band,
Fascinatin' Rhythm, Rhapsody in
Blue, Summertime and many

more. Performances will be staged
on Thursdays and Sundays at 2:00
p.m. and Friday and Saturday
evenings at 8. For prices and seat-
ing availability, please call Greer
Firestone at 302-478-6178 or
email producer@de-bestofbroad-
way . corn.

Limited seats available for Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra
The Jerusalem Symphony

Orchestra will perform at The
Grand Opera House, 818 North
Market Street, on Wednesday.
January 29th at 8:00 p.m.

Tickets are $60, $55, and $50
with discounts available for seniors,

students and groups.
Now in its 65th season, the

orchestra, led by Lawrence Foster,
will perform a program of works by
Beethoven, Dvorak, Mozart and
Zehavi. Featured pianist is Joseph
Kalichstein.

To purchase tickets, or for more
information, please call the Grand
Box Office at 302-652-5577.

Orders can also be placed via
secured server at www.grand-
opera.org.

Our Classi led Page Call Iry 427-2100, Ext. 24
FIREWOOD

Legsplitter itemtal
115a Cord
Delivery Available

1-800-BY-MULCH
74 Christiana Road • New Castle, DE 19720

.Firewood.Sanding•Colored Mulch.Snowplowing.Top Soil.Decorative Stone
• We Deliver.

Rodore 4.9-eteesa
We recycle pallets, yard waste and wood chips

Tub Grinder and Horizontal Grinders available for rent
Office: (302) 325-2257 Cell: (302) 521-3689
Fax: (302) 325-2261 Home: (302) 234-8096

www.1800bymulch.com

PAYROLL EXPRESS
A Complete Payroll Service

c,, , Compare our prices and services...-4e.ftp.
Local processing • Personalized Service & Support

----
st

, •, -7:-.- -- 

Windows Software Y2K Compliant

Quick Answers to Your Questions • Confidential
• 

... , .__
tediza.,--: For Service, Solutions, Satisfaction...

Contact Rollyn Trueblood

(302) 239-9788

now
accept
charge
cards

* New *
MBNA.com now offers
*CREDIT CARDS °LINES OF CREDIT

• PERSONAL LOANS, ETC.

Good credit? Bad credit?
CALL TODAY FOR FAST APPROVAL

1 888 522-7907 1 514 581-7918

W&eaaew LTD
We Specialize In : Expert Alteration • Storage

Suedes • Formals • Wedding Gowns

DRAPERIES CLEANED
By New Fold & Pleat Method

- ON PREMISE

!TEE 1'1( 1,-1 I 1\11101,1N 1.1;1

656-3537
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• Sophisticated Party Motivators

• Awesome Party Favors • Nightclub Light Show

• Karaoke • The Game Show • Lighted Dance Stage

* Bar/Bat Mitzvahs * VVeddings

* Corporate Events * Oldies Parties

* Sweet 16 / Birthdays

* Band Rentals * Anniversaries

Check out our website
www.bigaldj.com

31 Rockingham Drive
Marlton, NJ 08053
(856) 985-7008
1856) 985-1415 fax

info@bigaldj.corn
www.bigaldj.corn

BIG
ENTERTAINMENT

DJ's • MC's • Dancers

CATERINCI by ThE Wood Co.

Photography
& VIDEO

LET
us pH

plAOTOGIA
yOUR

wooDING

MITZVAH °N1
spEClAL EVE. wow

so° -1.010°'
LARGE SCREEN
PROJECTIONS
LIVE CAMERA
FEED OF PARTY

#84/ RAN PAM - NEM NOW

LA1FAYETTE HILL STUDIOS
651 Germantown Pike • Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

610-828-1142 — FAX 610-828-0527
email: sid@lafayette.com

GRIT R IRESIONt, PROdUCER

Lest ut Drcadwav Dinner Theater
AT Tiff RiVERIRONT ARTS CENTER

800 So. MAdisoN STREET, WilMINGTON, DL
www.dt-bistofbRoadwAv.com 302.478.6178 1.877.313.4411

february 7- March 23

CIEUSILIWN
puryi

Tk 1936 Patio Show
otarring AL JoLson. Ethyl Merman. 'red and Adele A5tair.
Jimmy Durante. PauL "Pops- Whiteman. ertrude Lawrence

and other icons singing cershwin's signature songs

illuRsdAy MATINEES & *Show ONly" lickErs AvAilAblf

************

NI NO
111* 

*** USN
*

1110
* from the most elegant to *
* casual affairs... *
* over 18 years experience *
* as DJ/EMCEE at Bar / Bat*
* Mitzvahs, Weddings, *
* Corporate/Social Galas, *
* Camps, Children's Parties *
• Personalized Servce

_,_ Packages include.
DVEMCEEs • PRIZES & PROPS *

* • DANCERS • LIGHTING *
* EFFECTS • VIDEOTAPING *

• MAGICIANS • CLOWNS
• POLAROIDS WITH CUT-OUT

*CELEBRITIES • FACE PAINTERS *
* • BALLOONS • JUGGLERS *
• CARICATURISTS • PSYCHICS
* • KARAOKE • SPORTS GAMES *

* • COSTUMED CHARACTERS *
* • and much more... *

• COMPLETE EVENT SOURCE

* 610-527-2833 *
* FAX:610-527-2875 *
* emcdaz@aol.com *
************

aeablalica
Moroccan Restaurant

88E88

An Exotic Evening
of Traditional

Moroccan Cuisine
& Entertainment

Female Belly Dancers- Male Belly (laeets-
Every Friday, Saturday, 1st & 3rd Saturday
And Sunday Night of Every Month

15%
OFF
$30)0
OFF

Party of to or more
voth*amuivil

sablusca

4010 DUPONT HIGHWAY
NEW CASTLE

Expires 2-21-03
Not vale elth olfw offers or on hofews

Party of Four or More
cr upon coy

ablanca

4010 DUPONT HIGHWAY
NEW CASTLE

Emily's 2-21-03
NlvdatOliefolbrsorcetabiari

VISIT
All Baba

175 East Main St.
Newark, DE

(302) 738-1111
-411

7-Course NigRt19 Dinners ey Vegetarian Dinners

Reservations S499ested • Bancinet Room I Open Daily 5:30PM-11,30PM
4010 Dupont Highway • New Castle • 652-5344

06/01/01 R80647 www.tnecasablancarestaurant.com

fea twiny
ISRAELI avid MIDDLE EASTERN FOOD

at ALI BABA ill Newark, DE


